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 According to the National Writing 
Project’s Website, on March 2, President 
Obama signed a bill that cuts approximately 
$4 billion in spending from the fiscal year 
2011 budget.  This bill eliminates a number of 
educational programs, including the 
National Writing Project (NWP), Reading is 
Fundamental, the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, and Teach 
for America.  These cuts impact the NWP’s 
federal funding beginning October 1, 2011.   

 Alicia McCauley is a Teacher 
Consultant for the Northern California 
Writing Project.  The following is an excerpt 
from her blog entry of March 21, 2011:  
 
 Last weekend I was riding my bike in 
terrible conditions.  Icy rain pelted my face 
and the winds whipped around me at a mild 
35 miles per hour.  The wind was so loud that 
I couldn’t even hear the music in my earbud. I 
was left alone with my thoughts for the better 
part of 30 miles.  My thoughts turned to the 
current round of budget cuts that will 
eliminate the National Writing Project. I 
thought about my classroom writers’ 
workshop and how so many of my young 
writers are finding their own voices, 
scratching out the stories of their lives in the 
silvery lead of #2 pencils. 
 I thought of my solemn little one who 
writes about her baby sister, her sister who 
died a year and half ago.  I thought of my little 
boy, recently transplanted from Maui.  He’s a 
whirling dervish of a kid, who only sits still 

when he’s writing in his notebook.  He tells 
me he’s not a writer, but dazzles me with 
phrases like “I have brown eyes, coconut 
eyes.”  He’s a writer.  I know it and soon I’ll 
have him convinced, too. 
 Out there pedaling my bike into the 
unforgiving wind, I realized that everything I 
do with my young writers springs directly 
from the lessons I learned from my time in 
the National Writing Project.  It crushes me to 
think that budget cuts will prevent other 
teachers from experiencing the same thing.   

 see Classroom, Page 4 
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 The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates.  
Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997.  Writers Forum’s annual 
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10. 
 Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for 
consideration.  Letters to the Editor are welcomed.  Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month preceding publication.  Please submit copy to the editor; digital 
copy gets preference.  The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy editing in 
the interest of the newsletter’s style and space.  Writers Forum Website at 
www.writers-forum.net accepts submissions also.  Email digital to the Webmaster.  
phone contact 
 Payment is in copies.  Submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped 
envelope cannot be returned. 

  Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing.  2.) Essays on subjects of interest to 
writers.  (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.)  3.) Book 
or author reviews.  4.) Letters to the Editor.  5.) Information on upcoming events, 
local or not.  6.) Photos of events.  7.) Advertise your classes or private events. 
 All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the 
Editor. 
 How to send: 
 For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to newsletter@writers-
forum.net  or snail mail digital media to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 
96049-2282.  For Website, please e-mail to webmaster@writers-forum.net. 

From The Desk of the 

President 
-By Larry Watters 
 

 “Fair winds and following seas” has 
multiple interpretations. One meaning is 
for smooth sailing and safe travel, or in 
this case, a smooth transition for the new 
Writers Forum board for 2011. Some have 
stayed the course, like Sharon Owen who 
has decided to stick around as our 
Program Director. Or Claudia Mosby, a 
multi-tasking Director at Large, elected to 
her appointed position from last year. 
 Others are taking on new tasks: 
Jennifer Levens has relinquished her 
badge-making machine as Membership 
Director and has grabbed the money till as 
Treasurer. Yours truly has dropped the red 
pen as Editor and now has the Conn as 
President. 
 Meanwhile, we have some new 
recruits to the ship. Darbie Andrews has 
occasionally been relieving Jamie Weil as 
Secretary; she is now our Yeoman for 
good. Ex-proof reader Jennifer Phelps now 
has the quill as Editor. Ron Sutton, our 
volunteer Web Guru, is now our 
Membership Director as well. Alicia 
McCauley and Laura Hernandez are going 
to be handling the fore-and-aft lines as 
Directors at Large. We still need an XO 
(Executive Officer) as Vice President. Rest 
assured, we will be appointing one very 
soon (any interested crew members can 
contact the board). 
  

   see President, Page 4 
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Upcoming 
Events 

 

APRIL 2011 
• 4-13, 4:00 p.m.—Halima 

Bashir book signing @ 
Barnes & Noble, Redding.  
Bashir is author of Tears of the 
Desert 

• 4-17—Halima Bashir shares 
her story @ Pilgrim 
Congregational Church, 2850 
Foothill Blvd., Redding 

MAY 2011 
• 5-21—SCBWI Cottonwood 

Revision Intensive @ West 
Cottonwood Junior High School, 
20512 W. First St., Cottonwood. 

 Now that you've written the first draft 
of a young adult novel or a picture book 
manuscript, or you've created your 
picture book dummy, how do you go 
about revising to make a sale?  
Speakers: Former editor and YA 
Author Deborah Halverson; Edgar-
nominated YA author Charles Price; 
Author/Illustrator Mira Reisberg.  

 Early Registration: $70 SCBWI 
members / $80 non-members 

 After April 1, 2011: $80 SCBWI 
members / $90 non-members  

      Contact: Jamie Weil, 

jamie@jamieweil.net 

 (310) 508-9366 

MONTHLY 

• Second Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.—
Traveling Bohemians 
Spoken Word Night @ 3304B  
Bechelli Ln., Redding.   

 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, 
music & songwriters welcome  

 

C
om
m
unity C

alendar 
Writing For Newspapers: 
The front page and beyond 
-By Jennifer Levens with Jennifer Phelps 

 
 “You can’t have a thin skin and be a 
column writer,” smiled column writer Bob 
Williams.  During the March 12th  meeting of 
the Writers Forum, Williams was part of a 
three-person panel on writing opportunities 
with the news media.  The three North State 
newspaper men presented their concepts and 
experiences within the news world to the 
group. Larry Watters, feature writer, Bob 
Williams, columnist, and George Winship, 
editor, gave those in attendance an interesting 
look at the news biz. 
 Larry Watters, former local newspaper 
contributor in many capacities, started the 
morning on feature writing: what do we write 
about and the ‘do’s and don’ts,’ all of which 
applied to good writing any place, any time. 
Feature writing, he explained, differs from 
news writing in that it does not follow an 
“inverted pyramid.”  He elaborated that a good 
feature story has four components: the lede, 
which is a grabber; the “nutgraph,” which 
summarizes the main points of a feature 
article; the body, which includes quotes and 
examples; and the conclusion, which should 
sum up the article and end it “with a punch.”  

see Writing, Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A panel of experts: Seated from left to right are 
Bob Williams, George Winship, and Larry 
Watters, being introduced by Sharon Owen. 
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Classroom—Cont’d from Page 1 
 
 I find myself at a bit of a loss on how to 
effectively convince the President to rescind 
his proposed cuts.  Once again I find myself 
doing the only thing I can think of.  I’m 
returning to the blank page and filling it with 
my story and the stories of my students.   
 I’m asking you now to stand with me for 
education.  Please consider writing a letter in 
support of the National Writing Project.  Visit 
www.nwpworks.ning.com to read sample 
letters and to learn more about the 
NWP.  Your voice matters.  It’s time to speak 
up for writing as an essential part of every 
child’s education.  It’s time to tell your story.  
 
To read the blog in its entirety, you can visit  
http://pedalsandpencils.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President—Cont’d from Page 2 
 
 The phrase also has a history of being a 
farewell blessing. To Patricia Crow, outgoing 
Treasurer who has wrangled the bucks far 
longer than the normal two years; to Marcella 
Bishop, ex-Director at Large serving as our 
Quartermaster, lugging the Hospitality bucket 
long enough; to Alice Anderson who stepped 
in; to Jamie Weil who had the minutes out 
before some of us got home; and to George 
Winship, who I relieved as Captain of this 
vessel, I hoist the signal flags Bravo Zulu 
(Naval lingo for Job Well Done), pipe you off 
the brow, and say, “Fair Winds and Following 
Seas.”  
 

Larry Watters 
 

Writing—Cont’d from Page 3 

 Bob Williams is a professor emeritus of 
anthropology from UCLA and has been a 
columnist for many years for the Record 
Searchlight.  He followed with his experiences 
and the difference between feature and column 
writing.  He characterized column writing as 
expository writing that is geared to be 
informative.  He explained that word count 
and the necessity of expressing an idea in a 
condensed version are extremely important for 
column writing.  His comments about needing 
a thick skin pertained to opinion column 
writing which, by nature of its content, can 
elicit strong reactions from its readership. 
 George Winship, editor of the weekly 
Valley Post newspaper in Anderson, holds a 
masters in journalism. He ended the event by 
explaining what one needs to be a reporter and 
how a whole newspaper goes together.  “I need 
my cell phone, several pencils, a pen, a camera, 
a voice recorder, a notepad, my briefcase…” 
George said about being a reporter on the 
scene.  He differentiated news writing from 
feature or column writing by pointing out that 
news is “serious business.” Winship also 
discussed the quality of reporting as well as the 
direction of news reporting. “News is all 
around us,” he said.  He emphasized that 
ethics is a key ingredient in good news writing.  
The direction of the newspaper was talked 
about with the advent of the Internet and the 
many blogs and services available therein.  
 Questions were asked after each 
presentation, and a lively question and answer 
period was held at the end of the morning.  For 
those in attendance, the presenters provided 
invaluable insights into the nuts and bolts of 
article writing, information that will be useful 
to both novices and experienced writers alike.  
Coincidentally, all three panelists either are, or 
have been, presidents of Writers Forum. 
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M
em
bers W

rite 
Election Results 

 At the Writers Forum general 
meeting on March 12th, the new bylaws 
were passed by a unanimous vote, as 
were the proposed exceptions put forth 
by Ron Sutton. 
 The membership then addressed 
the new slate of officers as presented by 
the nominating committee.  The new 
officers were also voted on and accepted 
unanimously.  These include: 

President—Larry Watters 
Secretary—Darbie Andrews 
Treasurer—Jennifer Levens 
Membership—Ron Sutton 
Program Director—Sharon Owen 
Newsletter Editor—Jennifer Phelps 
Director @ Large—Claudia Mosby 
Director @ Large—Laura Hernandez 
Director @ Large—Alicia McCauley 
 
 Thanks to all who turned out for 
the meeting and voted in this important 
election! 

A LOVE STORY… ? 

-by Dale Angel 

 The phone rang. “What do you 
intend to do with my ashes?” my sister 
asked.  “I don’t know—what did you 
have in mind?” I answered.  “That’s why 
I’m calling you,” she said.  “ I’m making 
my will.” 
 ‘’Would you like to lie next to 
Mom under the oak tree?” I asked, 
adding, “It’s near the  brook.”  “No! 
There are snakes and spiders there!”  
“Well, how about near the ocean?”  
“No,” she answered.  “The river?”  “No,” 
she said.  
 “Where are you going to be?” she 
asks.  “I will be next to Mark under the 
pines, where the little squirrels and deer 
play.  It’s on the south side of a hill and 
it gets the morning sun,” I reply.  “Just 
put me there.  I want to be near you,” 
she says happily. “Goodbye.” 
“Goodbye,” I answer.  

SUBMIT !  
The Writers Forum newsletter welcomes your submissions including: 
your original writing; your articles on the art or craft of writing; essays 
on subjects of interest to writers (200 words can be quoted without 
permission but with attribution.); book or author reviews; letters to the 
Editor; information on upcoming events, local or not; photos of events; 

advertise your classes or private events.  Submit via e-mail to: newsletter@writers-
forum.net. 

The Hot Air Quarterly 
The Hot Air Quarterly is accepting 

submissions in the areas of short fiction, 

memoir, and narrative nonfiction.  Send 

work as an attachment in Word or RTF to 

hotairquarterly@yahoo.com. Payment in 

contributors' copies. 

““““I didn’t have time to 
write a short letter, so I 
wrote a long one instead.” 
-Mark Twain 
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Return  Service Requested 

April 2011 

 
Writers Forum Presents 

April Meeting 

Chloe Winston 
Nuts and Bolts: Building A Market For Your Words 

 
Former educator Chloe Winston will offer advice on how to find and work with 

markets for short pieces such as articles, essays, memoirs, and more. Winston has 

lectured on major cruise lines for many years on a variety of topics, including writing. 

She's currently a blogger for the Record Searchlight and has been published in 

numerous markets throughout the country. She is also a novelist who writes mysteries 

and historical fiction. For further details call 547-5303.  

 

Saturday, April 9, 2011 

10:30 to 12:30 

All Saints’ Episcopal Church 

2150 Benton Drive 

NW Corner of Benton & Quartz Hill Rd. 


