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Credibility - the key to nonfiction writing
 When writing nonfiction, credibility is key.

Once a writer chooses a subject and a market, the work begins in earnest. Two veteran writers will 

share techniques that impress agents and publishers and lead to publication success. 

Jim Barrett is a published author of five books and several screenplays who holds a BA from UC 

Santa Barbara and a Masters in Public Administration from CSU Northridge. He worked in law 

enforcement for 30 years, including time as a major crimes investigator. He was also an adjunct 

professor at Ventura Community College for nearly 20 years. He currently serves as a Police 

Procedures Consultant for authors and producers/directors. As an author of both police procedure 

novels and true crime, he will address getting the crime info correct, and the differences between 

writing fiction and nonfiction. 

Writer, editor and researcher George Winship earned his MA in Journalism from the University of 

Oregon. Continued on Page 3



President’s Message
by Larry Waters

␣The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates: Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997. Writers 
Forumʼs annual membership fee is $25, and student fee is $10. Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome 
for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is the␣15th of the month preceding publication. Please 
submit copy to the editor; digital copy gets preference. The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy␣editing in the interest of the 
newsletterʼs style and space. Writers Forum Website at www.reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email digitalto the 
Webmaster. Payment is in copies. Mailed submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped envelope cannot be returned. Type of 
Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing. 2.) Essays on subjects 
of interest to writers. (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the 
Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise your classes or private events. All 
submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor. How to send: For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail 
to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282. For Website, please e- mail to 
writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

Submit Your Work

I am tossed about what this month’s blurb is to be about. Years past I have over- used April Fool’s Day, depleting all 
the online stores of funny tales of absurd pranks. What to do, what to do?

I finally narrowed it down to one of two topics; or can I chance it to combine?

I am a retired Navy Chief. Birthed in 1776, it didn’t become official until April 1, 1893. Which raises the question, 
“Were we a joke?” Far from it!!!

“The chief petty officer is responsible for three facets of leadership relative to the men placed in his charge,” someone 
wrote. The effective discipline of their Sailors, the effective supervising of the work their Sailors perform, and finally, 
to act as an advocate for their Sailors’ best interests.* I excelled at sticking my neck out for the best interests of my 
gang. With only one seagoing chance to mess in the Goat Locker, I was the favorite of one Commanding Officer who 
referred to me as “Chief Teddy.” Yes, a long-past nickname caught up to me, as I am not Theodore. *Attributed to 
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/2015/03/31/happy-122nd-birthday-chief-petty-officers/

And the combo is the regretful news of a fellow sailor.

Past Writers Forum President Peter Wright passed away Wednesday, March 25. We shared the spotlight several 
years ago on a local radio show (along with member Linda Boyden).

Author of A Drop of the Hard Stuff…A Sea Captain’s Recovery from Alcoholism, I bought it several years ago, 
planning on reading it when the time was right: The time is right. I first skipped to the final three chapters about his 
recovery from this deadly disease, knowing he had over thirty years of sobriety. I knew some of his story, but not all 
of it. Now I am a third of the way through the background, tales of childhood, teen years, and the start of a long career 
as a seagoing merchant officer. Spoiler Alert: He retired sober!

http://www.reddingwritersforum.com
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He spent nearly 34 years writing nonfiction articles, features and columns in Oregon, Montana and 

California. For the past seven years he was Editor of the Anderson Valley Post, a weekly 

newspaper. In 2005 he launched The Village Wordsmith, a business that specializes in helping 

writers get published in print or, more recently, on platforms such as Kindle, Amazon, 

Smashwords, and iBooks.

George will speak about the process of interviewing, fact-checking and proper use of quotations 

and references. He'll explain how to structure books, edit and polish them, and about document 

preparation and formatting issues once a book is accepted for publication.
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Gardens Driven

by Dale Angel

I have been accused of being obsessive…me! I’m sensible…I think?

In my opinion one of the most beautiful of God’s gifts is a compost pile. It quietly invites all kinds of 
beneficial life that are producers, do you know how hard it is to find producers? And they work in harmony. 
Lower uneducated forms of life do better at this than we do, and add creating something like a divine 
product that is welcome to all circles, including the very highest of society. When it is very good, like good 
wine, people will stand in line to get some. It’s Gardens Driven.

When my family wants to come and clean up my yard, a family affair, we disagree. It’s not trash, its like a 
pregnancy building a future life. So…it’s not always in pristine beauty-who is? The future will reveal all the 
potential hopes.

I know, I carry every leaf and twig to it, my family says it’s almost a religious experience to watch me feed 
it, carry water and food scraps. I’m obsessive. Nothing leaves my kitchen without a hope, coffee grounds 
and orange peels have a useful future life. I know it’s not beauty to every eye at this time. Give it time to 
flower.

Why can’t I just buy a sack of fertilizer and sprinkle it and remove the eye sore?

Because the last enriched sack of their prescribed precious compost killed my Coconut Thyme in a few 
hours!

It’s not openly discussed but in garden circles and Universities the new herbicides/pesticides are 
contaminated with some new unheard of by-product that kills plant life and the earth on contact for up to 
two years. It’s almost like a new weapon the powers that be are covertly trying to figure out how it works. 
Could it be an Agent Orange product leaking?

I promised to hide it, but where? I guess I could quit the worm bin. It is cranky during the heat and it is 
getting hotter. They are such uncomplaining little creatures and ask for so little and are so generous. I 
suppose I could pile it in that corner. I like worms, to throw them out of their house is as bad as throwing 
people out of their homes, it’s cruel.

I can’t watch a compost pile being desecrated, piling it in the garbage can and carried away leaving a clean 
raked area. I have friends who don’t allow a stray leaf to land in their yard, it makes me unsettled. They 
indicate my yard would be as beautiful as their yard, if I’d clean up the mess…bring me the smelling salts!
I may be sicker than I think, is obsessiveness kin to Alzheimer’s?



All the Forever We Had

By Linda Boyden ©2014

All the forever we had,

four days,

three nights,

a speck of time

but with enough joy

to last an eternity

apart.

Joined at the heart,

time and space

could not separate us.

We wait for Time to

loop us together,

cradle us again.

Until then

we stay apart,

forever lovers,

heart-in-heart

against the dark.
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Next Meeting Saturday, April 11th
 10:30 a.m. 

All Saints Episcopal Church 2150 Benton Drive, 
Redding, CA. Doors open at 10:00 a.m.


