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Return  Service Requested 

 

 

February 2012 

 
Writers Forum Presents 
February Program 

Screenwriting Basics 
Guest Speakers: George Winship & Sharon Owen  

 Professional writing consultants George Winship and Sharon Owen will 
discuss what motion picture producers look for in a screenplay. Writers will 
hear about Clarity Entertainment, a film company coming to the Redding area 
looking for projects from local talent. The speakers will cover screenwriting 
basics, from formatting the manuscript to story structure, and offer tips on 

how to pitch your project.  

Saturday, February 11, 2012 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 

2150 Benton Drive 
NW Corner of Benton & Quartz Hill Rd. 

 Redding, CA 

STAY TUNED AS WE GEAR UP FOR THE 2012 WRITERS 
FORUM GENERAL ELECTIONS at the MARCH MEETING—

BE SURE TO SHOW UP AND VOTE!   

ELECTION 
TIME! 
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 Sometimes life requires us to roll the 
dice, take a chance, or simply have faith that 
things will work out, even when failure is a big 
possibility.  Several months ago, the Writers 
Forum Board members began debating over 
whether or not they should delve into new 
territory and plan an all-day program for local 
writers…at a cost above regular annual dues.  
The decision to plan the Larsen-Pomada Agent 
Event came after serious consideration of price, 
catering a lunch, time commitment, and how 
many writers would actually attend.  
Nervousness aside, the Board moved forward 
with Sharon Owens’ idea to boldly take Writers 
Forum to a new level and hire Michael Larsen 
and Elizabeth Pomada to present “The Six Cs for 
Becoming a Successful Writer in the Digital 
Age” workshop to writers in Redding on 
January 14, 2012. 

 To the Board’s and 
presenters’ delight, fifty-nine writers 
from all over the North State packed 
into the Memorial Hall at the All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church to hear the 
expertise of Larsen and Pomada, literary agents 
from San Francisco who have sold hundreds of 
books to more than 100 publishers and 
imprints.   

 See They Will Come, Page 4  
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agent; and Sharon Owen, Writers Forum Program Director,  
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 The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates.  
Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997.  Writers Forum’s annual 
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10. 
 Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for 
consideration.  Letters to the Editor are welcomed.  Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month preceding publication.  Please submit copy to the editor; digital 
copy gets preference.  The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy editing in 
the interest of the newsletter’s style and space.  Writers Forum Website at 
www.writers-forum.net accepts submissions also.  Email digital to the Webmaster.  
phone contact 
 Payment is in copies.  Submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped 
envelope cannot be returned. 

  Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing.  2.) Essays on subjects of interest to 
writers.  (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.)  3.) Book 
or author reviews.  4.) Letters to the Editor.  5.) Information on upcoming events, 
local or not.  6.) Photos of events.  7.) Advertise your classes or private events. 
 All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the 
Editor. 
 How to send: 
 For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to editor@writers-forum.net  
or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.   
 For Website, please e-mail to webmaster@writers-forum.net. 

From The Desk of the 

President... 

 
 At the next general meeting, you 
may notice some people floating around 
with big grins on their mugs. Rest assured 
they did not drink or smoke anything; they 
attended our very inspiring all-day 
seminar in January. With close to 60 
registrants, the fast-paced workshop was 
well attended; more than three-quarters 
had been non-members (several who have 
now joined). Big thanks to Toria of Barnes 
& Noble Booksellers for providing copies 
of the agents’ books; noticed many peeps 
with their arms full as they left. 
 Despite the almost overload of 
material presented (that I will continue to 
devour for months to come), several things 
came immediately to light. Foremost, 
unlike being a news journalist who should 
cover a multitude of topics, one should 
focus on one genre. For me, that means 
finishing my Life without Clots project, 
then moving on to short mystery stories to 
get my feet wet. 
 Another tidbit that I took home was 
the 14 wonderful truths about publishing, 
reaffirming my beliefs that technology is 
making the industry more effective and 
more efficient, and that today we have 
more options for getting published. 
 
 

 See President, Page 7  
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President, Cont’d From Page 2 
 
 Included was a sample Rejection 
Letter; I took mine and burned it as a 
sacrificial offering to the Writing Gods, of 
which there are many: early Mesopotamian 
civilizations had Nisaba and Nabu; Seshat 
and Thoth guided early Egyptians; in China 
were Fuxi, Wenchang, and Cangjie; and our 
old familiar friends, Hermes and Odin of 
Western Civilizations. I will re-burn the 
ashes at a later date. 
 Thanks to all who participated, and 
special thanks to the helpers: Jennifer 
Higley, Chloe Winston, Ron Sutton, Alicia 
McCauley, Darbie Andrews, Cathy Elliott, 
and a really big hug to Sharon Owen. 
 Block your calendars: We will be 
having another Riverfront buyout this spring 
as a fundraiser. We were snooping around 
Nana’s Naughty Knickers by Katherine 
DiSalvino (running May/June), but are 
happy to get Ken Ludwig’s Lend Me a 
Tenor slated for March and April. A Tony 
Award-winner that is currently a Broadway 
revival, it is a popular choice of regional and 
community theatre companies. Stay tuned 
for final arrangements. As usual, tickets 
should be $20, and it will be a BYOFF 
potluck (Bring Your Own Finger Food). 
 Until then, keep those papers out of 

the wind and in order; you don’t want that 

unintentional mystery when chapter 2 

follows chapter 5. 

----Larry WattersLarry WattersLarry WattersLarry Watters    

  

Upcoming 
events... 
 

 

February 2012 
 

• Jan 18 Through Feb 22, 10:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.—Wordsmithing: 
Poetry in the Forge @ Shasta 
County Arts Council, 1313 Market St., 
Redding 

 A poetry workshop—See left column for 
more details.   

 To register, contact Anna Elkins: 

 541-778-0811 or annozonita@gmail.com 

 WordsmithingPoetry.tumblr.com 

 

 

 

March 2012 
• Stay tuned for date—Lend Me A 
Tenor @ Riverfront Playyouse 

 Writers Forum buyout/potluck 

 
 

MONTHLY 
• Second Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.—

Traveling Bohemians Spoken 
Word Night @ 3304B  Bechelli Ln., 
Redding.   

 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, music 
& songwriters welcome  

 C
om
m
unity C

alendar 
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 Word Police 

The  
Spontaneous  

Pen 
An opportunity to share our first thoughts…  

What I hold on to… 

What I hold on to most are the memories of a lifetime 

only two years past but thousands of lives ago.  I 

remember the happiness I had but I can't touch it.  I 

can see it in my mind but I can't feel it.  Though I 

know I can never have it again I also know I can never 

accept it to be true.  It is the only thing that keeps me 

going each day and will most certainly be my 

downfall.  
- Pete Dunning 

 

What comes next… 

 

What comes next...according to the instructions should 

be safe.   
- Dale Angel 
 

 A few years ago I was hired to edit a 
college instructor's doctoral thesis. In doing so, I 
was puzzled by her misuse of then and than. It 
turned out that she was far from alone in her 
confusion about these two similarly spelled but 
very different words.  
 Once the confusion was brought to my 
attention, I began to notice many others making 
this same mistake, not only in writing, but in 
their spoken use of the words. I was baffled, as 
from early childhood, I'd never had a problem 
confusing the two. Probably because I'd never 
heard them used incorrectly. We learn by 
imitation, and, sometimes unfortunately, that's 
true of our language. 
  
Then relates to a point in time:  I will write a 
book, then I will become famous. 
  
Than refers to a comparison:  I would rather 
read my book than yours. 
  
Is there a trick to help us remember which one is 
which? Try remembering that then rhymes with 
when and both relate to time. 
 

If you have a pet peeve, help save our language 
by joining The Word Police and posting your 
comment here. Your identity will not be revealed.   

Submit to:  editor@writers-forum.net 

 
 

Each month, your Editor will offer a “jump line,” a phrase 
designed to serve as a writing prompt.  You are invited to 
put pen to paper for 90 seconds and free write whatever 
comes to mind, then SUBMIT your writing to the newslet-
ter!  Submit to: editor@writers-forum.net. 

       · One jump line ·    

      · 90 seconds · 

      · What will you write? · 

March’s The Spontaneous Pen prompt: 

] [ The first time... 
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M
em
bers W

rite 
The Maple's Lament  
 
October winds whirl. 
Beyond resignation, 
the maple's leaves cascading 
do a slow dance of exclamation, 
while she weeps 
for the crown of her royal raiment falling. 
Against winter's ruthless power, 
abdication is her only choice. 
Stripped of that once bright stately head, 
the lovely maple sways 
toward autumn's bittersweet lament. 
Silently she cries 
protesting her fate, 
branches outstretched 
in mutely whispered supplication,  
her song lonely and forlorn. 
Naked she stands facing only clouds of 
brutal gray  
whose terrors 
herald winter's skeletal shroud 
and seeming oblivion. 
Oh weep with her 
and supplicate 
that spring comes quickly 
to defeat  
so cold a fate! 
 
P. F. Kosak 
 
  
There Is No Time or Space 
 
There is no time or space 
for the lover’s heart only knows 
this one breathless moment of beauty 
beheld in the eyes of her beloved's face. 
 
Hear the softly sharp sudden sound 
ascending. 
It is the gasp of ecstasy shared 
within the tear,  
within this rent in the fragile ribbon of 
time. 
'Tis the feather light, first touch of his 
fingertips 
as they brush her blushing cheek. 

 
Oh pray an end 
to this long silent anticipation! 
See now lips parting 
for want of love starving! 
Though no question has been asked, 
there is an answer in his whisper soft kiss. 
 
Fear gives sway to longing no more. 
Joy gives way to rapturous abandon! 
Fated and ill fated they are, 
lost in a sweet tangle of reunion 
for they have been too long parted. 
Centuries, eons have passed 
as into these disparate roles 
they have been cast. 
 
Yet for these star crossed souls 
conjoined in the mists of lore and myth, 
there is no time, 
there is no space. 
Where ever they do search 
for that beloved, oft unfamiliar face 
long sought without fruition 
heart break upon heartbreak, 
they have endured. 
 
And in their sundered hearts 
they only know 
the beauty that is contained 
within this one breathless moment 
together! 
 
 P. F. Kosak 
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 Both are published authors and speak for 
writers’ organizations and conferences. 
Attendees spent the day listening to Elizabeth’s 
and Michael’s invaluable knowledge about the 
world of writing. The couple shared a plethora 
of information, alternating with each other to 
deliver a mixture of personal stories, facts about 
the industry, quotes, handouts, and jokes. 
 Some of the many topics they presented 
included: Content, Character, and Connection; 
The Invisible Book Chain: An Overview of the 
Publishing Process; 8 Steps to Getting an Agent; 
The S Theory of Storytelling; The 6 Sisters; 9 
Options for Publishing Your Book; Creating 
Communities to Help You; How to Build Your 
Platform; Taking the Guessing Out of 

Publishing; 17 Reasons for You to Be a Writer; 
and Writing the Irresistible Query Letter.  They 
provided a detailed handout for each topic and 
sprinkled their presentation with jewels of 
inspirational quotes like: “You must have a clear 
vision,” “Tell a compelling story and you’ll be 
successful,” and “A page a day is a book in a 
year.” 

 They regularly encouraged group 
participation. Published authors in the room 
were asked to stand and show their books.  
 Participants shared their favorite books 
about writing and generated a list to be posted 
on the Writers Forum website. Writers who 
wanted to join a critique group were identified 
and encouraged to talk during the break to plan 
their meeting times.  Everyone brainstormed all 
the things that were more important than 
writing, and Michael took a count of how many 
things people had written to demonstrate the 
importance of making their writing a priority. 
Elizabeth followed up with, “What you know 
about yourself is far more important than what 
you know about writing.” 
 The information presented by Larsen and 
Pomada tied into the overall theme that writers 
need to have a clear vision in this “bottom-up 
world,” where the big guys no longer control 
everything that is read or published. Writers 
need to be connected and involved in the digital 
world as they write their stories with “timeless,  
universal ideals” so they have a platform to 
build on.  Michael looked into the crowd and 
said, “You are armed writers. Do this and it will 
work.”  
 

See They Will Come, Page 5 

Getting down to business: attendees had the opportunity to 

put pen to paper in writing exercises. 

From left to right, Program Director Sharon Owen and 

Special Ad Hoc Committee member Jennifer Higley.  

Jennifer is also our Nominating Committee chair for the 

upcoming Writers Forum elections and is soon to assume the 

all-important Hospitality role for the organization.  Many 

thanks to these dedicated and capable ladies! 
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Sites worth seeing… 

Here, you can find writing-related, member-suggested Websites that may be of interest.   
 

http://www.youngpoets.org/—Young American Poetry Digest; publishing opportunity/
contest for young poets available through our schools.  Please pass 
along to any young poets you may know so that they may share this 
information with their teachers. 
Keep in mind that these sites are not endorsed by Writers Forum and are posted here in the 
Newsletter as a service to members only.  Please be appropriately critical of contests, publishing 
opportunities, or other benefits offered to writers on any Website.  In other words, browse at your own 
risk!  Suggestions can be e-mailed to:  editor@writers-forum.net 

They Will Come—Cont’d from Page 4 
 
 
 The participants broke into small groups 
to pitch their stories to the agents, and then 
individuals met to pitch one-on-one. Writers 

leaned across tables and shared their passion 
for their own stories with Michael and Elizabeth 
in hopes of moving a little closer to their dream 
of becoming published.  
 The Writers Forum board members also 
pitched and then watched as writer after writer 
sat down with agents from San Francisco to 
pitch their stories right here in Redding. With 
relief and great delight they thought to 

themselves, “We planned it, and they came!” 
 Michael Larsen-Elizabeth Pomada 
Literary Agents have been helping writers 
launch careers since 1972.   
 
Agents’ contact information:  
E-mail:   larsenpoma@aol.com 
Web:  www.larsenpomada.com 
Phone:  (415) 673-0939 
Mail: 1029 Jones Street, San Francisco, 

CA, 94109 

Pitch time!  Agent Michael Larsen and Claudia Mosby are 

deep in discussion. 

LIST OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 

On Writing by Steven King 
Making a Literary Life: Advice for Writers and Other 
Dreamers by Carolyn See 
Dare To Be a Great Writer by Leonard Bishop 
Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft (8th Edition) by 
Janet Burroway 
Method and Madness: The Making of a Story: A Guide to 
Writing Fiction by Alice LaPlante 
The Snow Goose by Paul Gallico 
Foundation (Foundation Novels) by Isaac Asimov 
American Gods: The Tenth Anniversary Edition: A Novel 
by Neil Gaiman 
The Unicorn Treasury: Stories, Poems, and Unicorn Lore 
(Magic Carpet Books) by Megan Lindholm 
Underneath by Kealan Patrick Burke 
Marley & Me: Life and Love with the World's Worst Dog 

by John Grogan 
Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith by Anne 
Lamott 
The Leopard: A Novel by Di Lampedusa, Colquhuon and 
Tomasi 
Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by 
Anne Lamott 


