
WRITERS FORUM

On Saturday, January 11, 2014, at 10:30 a.m. Susan Wooldridge will return in a command
performance of poemcrazy: freeing your life with words. In this interactive workshop Susan
will talk about her journals and her writing process, then we'll begin to write about who we are,

where we come from and where we’re going.
 Poems or prose snippets will emerge that surprise and delight us.

Sharing work is optional.
Bring scratch paper, pens and a few books of poems.

Susan teaches creativity and writing workshops throughout the U.S. This is the eleventh year of
her series of Northern California rural library workshops sponsored by Poets and Writers

Organization and the California Center for the Book.
Her book, poemcrazy: freeing your life with words is in a twenty-fifth printing. Anne Lamott

wrote, “This is a wonderful book—smart, wide-eyed, joyful, helpful, inspiring.
Susan’s more recent book Foolsgold: Making Something from Nothing (and Freeing Your
Creative Process), was both a Quality Paperback Book Club and a One Spirit Book Club
selection. Her chapbook of poems, Bathing with Ants, was published by Bear Star Press.

www.susanwooldridge.com

It’s Time To Go POEMCRAZY

Upcoming Events

January 11...
 Writers Forum Meeting

January 8...
 Traveling Bohemians Spoken Word Night
 3304B Bechelli Ln., Redding. 7 p.m.
 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, music &
 songwriters welcome

January 18...
 “2 Across. A Comedy of Crosswords and
Romance” opens at the Riverfront Playhouse.
(530) 221-1028

Redding  CA January  2014

Writing is thinking on paper.

                                              —William Zinsser



Contact Info
Writers Forum
PO Box 492282
Redding, CA 96049-2282
reddingwritersforum.com
Phone: 515-4828

Officers

Larry Watters- President
     writersforumpresident@gmail.com

Troy Racki- Vice President
writersforumvicepresident@gmail.com

Jennifer Levens- Treasurer
     writersforumtreasurer@gmail.com

Vickie Linnet- Secretary
writersforumsecretary13@gmail.com

Jennifer Higley- Membership Director
    writersforummembership@gmail.com

Sharon Owen- Program Director
writersforumprogramchair@gmail.com

Ed Sulpice- Newletter Editor
     writersforumeditor@gmail.com

Laura Hernandez- Director at Large
     writersforumdal1@gmail.com

 Lindy Jones- Director at Large
 Writersforumdal2@gmail.com

Alicia McCauley-Webmaster
     writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

he Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates: Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997. Writers Forum’s annual
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10.
Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is
the
15th of the month preceding publication. Please submit copy to the editor; digital copy gets preference. The staff reserves the right to perform minor
copy
editing in the interest of the newsletter’s style and space. Writers Forum Website at www.reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email
digital
to the Webmaster.
Payment is in copies. Mailed submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped envelope cannot be returned.
Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission:
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing. 2.) Essays on subjects of interest to writers. (200 words can be quoted without permission but with
attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise
your classes or private events.
All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor.
How to send:
For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.
For Website, please e-mail to writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

President’s Message
I hope that everyone not only
survived the holiday period, but
survived with fodder for writing. I
know did. I am bursting at the
seams with possibilities.
Our holiday readings at the last

general meeting were awesome; great variety
of writing and food! We had new members
that joined so that they were guaranteed a
reading slot.
It was mentioned the laughter at our Board
Meetings could get us kicked out of the library
(not really, but we do slide out of our chairs,
roll on the floor and turn red). The board
members have elected to roll over their terms,
but if anybody is interested in joining this
raucous group, they are invited to attend one
(held the Thursday before the 2nd Saturday-
General Meeting, the next one is January 9th).
If we don’t scare you off, you are invited to
contact our nominating committee chaired by
Deborah Gilson to have your name added to
the slate for upcoming elections in March.
Below is how it is “officially” IAW our
Bylaws.
5.8 Officers and Directors shall be nominated

by a Nominating Committee …
At the meeting immediately preceding the
March annual meeting, the Nominating Com-
mittee shall present the slate to the members.
Other nominations will be received from the
floor during the March annual meeting, at
which time the vote shall take place.

Cont’d on Page 3



5.9 All nominees must be members in good standing.
5.10 Officers and Directors shall be elected at the annual meeting each March by written ballot, except a
written ballot is not required when only one person is nominated for an office. Only members in good standing
are eligible for office. Election shall be by majority vote.
**Complete Bylaws are on our site under the “About Writers Forum” link.
We have some fantastic upcoming programs. Soon our Website will post all upcoming programs, not just the
immediate one.
Until next month, keep your pen to the paper or your fingers on the keyboard…

The Gift
by David Smith
     Only seven more days until Christmas! Mark could not wait! Christmas was his favorite holiday and his list
this year was very long. He wanted: a Nintendo 3DS, a PlayStation 2, a bunch of Lego sets, a few movies, four
posters, a Giants jersey, and a lot more! When he went to school all the talk was about toys, toys, and more
toys. On contrast, at church the preacher said Christmas was about the day Jesus was born. When Mark was
asleep he heard a tiny voice saying, “Mark, Christmas is not about toys or getting, it’s about giving.” The next
day Mark thought about his dreams the night before and wondered what it all meant. Finally, he pushed it to the
far corners of his mind and got ready for school.

     Mark was taking a math test when the principal called him to the office. His parents were waiting for him,
they had some bad news. They told him that after they had taken him to school they left the stove on after
making breakfast and the curtains over the stove caught on fire and burned the house down. Mark was shocked!
His parents said that they were going to the homeless shelter.

     Each day everyone helped out to keep the shelter clean and prepare food. Everyone did their part. Every day
the preacher came by and told the true story about Christmas. Mark knew that there would be no Christmas gifts
this year, and that was okay. He had his family and a warm bed to sleep in. It was a gift just to be at the shelter
with the nice people who gave every day to run it. Mark remembered the weird dream he had. Now he
understood what Christmas was about. It was about giving.

David Smith won first place in the second Young Writers
Contest, sponsored by Writers Forum and Enjoy Magazine.
The theme of the contest was “The Gift”. Congratulations to

all of our young writers and welcome, David!
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Next Meeting

Saturday, January 11 at 10:30 a.m.
      All Saints Episcopal Church

        2150 Benton Drive, Redding, CA.
Doors open at 10 a.m.

 poemcrazy : freeing your life through words
Continue your life-long process of discovery and gather additional

writing tools that will assist you in your quest for authentic
expression. Attend this special Writers Forum meeting and

interactive workshop hosted by poet and author Susan Wooldridge.


