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  Charlie Price, decked out in a tux, sat 
at the Mystery Writers of America 65th 
anniversary gala banquet at New York City’s 
Grand Hyatt Hotel and studied the screen 
behind the podium. The screen hung adjacent 
to a giant-size portrait of Edgar Allen Poe. 
Charlie was certain he had discovered a 
pattern for Edgar winners based on the 
position of the five book jackets that flashed 
on the screen. The winner, he decided, was 
positioned in the upper right-hand corner.  

  At Charlie’s table were his editor, 
Wesley Adams of Farrar, Straus and Giroux (a 
division of Macmillan Publishing in New 
York), and several other author/editor 
pairings. His wife, Joanie, was unable to 
attend due to a lack of spouse tickets and was 
up in the hotel room on standby. The 
ballroom, frantic with pre-award jitters, was 
packed. 

 

  see Price, Page 6 
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 The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates.  
Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997.  Writers Forum’s annual 
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10. 
 Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for 
consideration.  Letters to the Editor are welcomed.  Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month preceding publication.  Please submit copy to the editor; digital 
copy gets preference.  The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy editing in 
the interest of the newsletter’s style and space.  Writers Forum Website at 
www.writers-forum.net accepts submissions also.  Email digital to the Webmaster.  
phone contact 
 Payment is in copies.  Submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped 
envelope cannot be returned. 

  Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing.  2.) Essays on subjects of interest to 
writers.  (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.)  3.) Book 
or author reviews.  4.) Letters to the Editor.  5.) Information on upcoming events, 
local or not.  6.) Photos of events.  7.) Advertise your classes or private events. 
 All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the 
Editor. 
 How to send: 
 For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to editor@writers-forum.net  
or snail mail digital media to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.  
For Website, please e-mail to webmaster@writers-forum.net. 

From The Desk of the 

President 
-By Larry Watters 
 
 Howdy from Hangtown (AKA 
Placerville), another great artsy 
community for composing my monthly 
message. As I emailed our Editor, Jennifer 
Phelps, before I left, “If this is Thursday 
night, and I am packing for another 
weekend trip (this one to Placerville) and 
trying to add days to the trip, it must mean 
that the President’s Message is due soon, 
and I could end up composing on the road 
(again).” She is a great Editor, and 
welcomes all submissions, comments and 
suggestions for items for the newsletter 
and our Website. 
 I was very pleased at the turnout at 
the critique tables last month; 21 peeps 
availed themselves of the free services of 
the five facilitators. Hopefully the 
encouragement received will boost writers’ 
confidence to do a five-minute reading of 
their work this June. 
 By the time you read this, we will 
have had another successful buyout of the 
Riverfront Playhouse as a fundraiser. By 
doing a buyout, we are automatically 
thrown into a hat for the very popular 
holiday program at the Playhouse. 
Winning one of only a few buyout dates for 
It’s a Wonderful Life, mark your calendars 
for Thursday, December 8th.  
 

    see President, Page 4 
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Why Critique? 
By Ron Sutton 
 

 If ever I wanted a convincing 
argument for being part of a critique 
group, I was able to observe that 
argument in action last Saturday.  
Sharon Owen, Writers Forum Program 
Director, put together a unique program 
for the May 14 General Meeting.  
 Sharon found five people to 
facilitate critique groups of five genres.  
Jennifer Levens led short stories and 
essays; other short nonfiction was led 
by Chloe Winston; Sharon Owen herself 
facilitated novels/screenplays/radio or 
TV commercials; Linda Boyden led 
children's writing, picture books, or 
middle-grade novels;  and poetry was 
led by Jennifer Phelps. 

 For my part, I have not been 
writing for a few months, and I did not 
have anything to share and offer for 
critique.  Watching the dynamic in the 
room was very interesting, and it 
demonstrated the value of working in a 
critique group.  I watched a total of 20 
to 25 writers working in the five groups.   

 Writing is a very personal 
process.  Sharing that writing is not 
always easy.  Especially when you know 
that your audience has been invited to 
make comments on that work.  The 
value of the comments increases as the 
writer is able to open up and interact 
with the group.   

 After an hour or so, I could see 
all of the participants become more 
animated and more comfortable with 
the people in their groups.  The 
discussions became more free-flowing 
and interactive.  Most of all, the body 
language I observed became more 
natural and active.  Even the volume of 
the room grew louder. 

See Critique, Page 6 

Weeds 
by Dale Angel 
 

  I appreciate weeds for their 
perseverance and persistence. They travel 
through all seasons, sometimes on their 
knees. When there’s no rain, they lie close 
to the earth and don’t whimper for their 
thirst, defiantly waiting with aggressive 
personalities that many consider 
unfriendly. 
 As soon as rain falls, they crawl to 
the roses and wraps their arms around 
them, shamelessly carrying on a one- sided 
love affair. The garden has been 
commandeered before it even knows 
there’s a war!  
 You won’t either until your foot 
becomes tangled as you walk along the 
path. You wonder, where did they come 
from? They crept in quietly while you were 
watching the sunset. No matter if you’re 
kings or peasants, they visit all without 
prejudice. 
 They live with few admirers and 
without a support system, doing their job 
wandering across the landscape, clothing 
the naked earth, weaving mountains and 
valleys in their fingers, holding our world 
together like a knitted garment. 
 I admire their inner strength and 
quiet, underappreciated value… although 
I’m a little intimidated by their fearless 
tenacity to do their job.  Where their 
footprints are left, the earth has been 
enriched…  
 They come with various tendencies 
and strengths and weaknesses… There's a 
place for us all here… I like weeds. 

M
em
bers W

rite 
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 “I love words!” exclaims author and 
storyteller Linda Boyden.  “Some words I love 
for their sound, and others I love for their 
meaning.”  Boyden’s love of words is apparent 
in her latest book, Giveaways: An ABC Book 
of Loanwords From the Americas, published 
by the University of New Mexico Press. 

 Both written and illustrated by Boyden, 
Giveaways is a picture book for readers at the 
third and fourth grade levels and up. It 
explores the origin and meaning of 26 different 
words (A to Z) that are “borrowed” from native 
American cultures.  “American English is a 
stew of words taken from other languages,” 
says Boyden.  These words range from the 
familiar (think “iguana” and “barbecue”) to the 
more unusual (such as “pogonip,” meaning 
“ice storm”). 

 At least a year of research went into 
writing the text of Giveaways.  “I learned 
incredibly cool things,” says Boyden, who 
incorporated fascinating trivia and colorful 
“Weird and Eww! Facts” into the pages of the 
book.  (Anyone who knows a fourth-grade boy 
will recognize the instant appeal of the “gross-
out factor!”) 

 Although Boyden does not consider 
herself an illustrator, the beautiful artwork in 
Giveaways argues against that theory.  Boyden 
created the illustrations as collages using 
diverse materials like eucalyptus bark,  
sandpaper, and even fingernail polish!  “As a 
collage artist, you have so much freedom,” she 
says. 

 Boyden’s writing and illustrating talents 
have recently won her international 
recognition.  In May, she got the thrilling news 
that Giveaways has been honored as an 
award-winning Finalist in the "Native  

Giveaways sports its shiny, gold “International 
Book Awards Finalist” sticker.  It is available at 
local bookstores and on Amazon.com. 

 

American Studies" category of the 2011 
International Book Awards.  The book also 
won a Finalist award in the Multicultural and 
Children’s Nonfiction categories.   

 “I am doing a happy dance!” beams a 
delighted Boyden.  Winning an International 
Book Award is particularly meaningful to this 
former teacher with a lifelong devotion to 
words.  By sharing her love of language in 
Giveaways, Boyden has given a lasting gift to 
children’s literature that can be enjoyed by 
readers of all ages.   
 
 Redding children’s author Linda 
Boyden laughingly refers to herself as a 
“recovering schoolteacher.” After 30 years in 
education, she now is a full-time writer and 
also performs stories for children monthly at 
the Redding Barnes & Noble and the Redding 
Library.  She is a longtime member of the 
Society of Children’s Book Writers & 
Illustrators, Wordcraft Circle of Native 
Writers & Storytellers, and Writers Forum.  
Giveaways is her third children’s book.   

Honoring the Gift of Words 
Linda Boyden’s Giveaways Wins International Book Award 
-by Jennifer Phelps 
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The Spontaneous Pen 
An opportunity to share our first thoughts... 

New 

Feature! 

June’s The Spontaneous Pen jump line:                         One jump line ·    

90 seconds · 

What will you write? · In the dark... [ ] 

…tears came from the sky that wouldn’t – couldn’t 
come from my eyes.  My husband of nearly forty 
years diagnosed with lung and brain cancer, and 
our precious little dog, died of congestive heart 
failure. All in a week’s time. And the rain wouldn’t 
stop. The dams of heaven broke, and my heart 
broke at the same time. – Pat Waldron 

…the rain was relentless.  It poured down my 
driveway, taking the driveway with it.  It produced 
such lush growth and bright green leaves, and 
miles of forget-me-nots along the highway.  Such 
brightness and glory as blinded the eyes. 

…my dog just wouldn’t dry out.  She kept jumping 
into any water puddle or gutter she could find.  Her 
lovely coat was sopping wet and she brought it all 
in the house with her.  I couldn’t find enough 
towels to sop up the floors, and the linoleum was a 
slide to walk on. – Maggi Milton 

…I had already removed the roof of the small 
cottage I had fallen heir to.  So first tarps had to be 
placed over the bedroom area.  And then the 
bathroom.  That damn bear kept watching me. – 
Ola Kaufman 

…I was reminded of how plentiful life is on our 
planet, which is nice, especially since without it, life 
wouldn’t be possible, at least not life as we know it.  

– Paul Badu 

…and raining and raining!  Awakening to the rain, 
falling asleep to the sound of its pitter-patter, only 
to arise again to cloudbursts of more, more, and 
more! 

…I decided to clean the attic, and I started with the 
old letter boxes.  My grandmother’s letters to my 
grandfather I just couldn’t toss because they talked 
to each other about the murder of the librarian.  – 
Laura Hernandez 

…was absolutely the worst possible time to 
schedule a family camping trip to Patrick’s Point.  
But something surprising happened being cooped 
up with two small children in a 10 x 10 tend for two 
days – we loved it! – Jean Draeger 

…was the spring my father died, the spring when 
my tears were indecipherable from the clouds.  It 
was the spring I was determined to ride my bike up 
Honeyrun, an unforgiving hill in Chico.  It was 
raining that day – the clouds gray with grief.  I cried 
and sweated and was covered in rain.  At the top 
of Honeyrun, the rain let up, the clouds parted, and 
the sun broke through.  It was a long time coming. 
– Alicia McCauley 

See Spontaneous Pen, Page 6 

Each month, your Editor will offer a “jump line” — a phrase that is designed to serve as a writing 
prompt.  You are invited to put pen to paper for 90 seconds and free write whatever comes to 
mind, then SUBMIT your writing to the newsletter.  Submit to: editor@writers-forum.net. 

Responses to May’s The Spontaneous Pen jump line: 
The spring when it wouldn’t stop raining... 
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Spontaneous Pen, Cont’d from Page 5 

 

… Delia cried.  She cried for the wheat which was 
past its saving grace.  She cried for the bulbs she 
had ruined her hands planting last fall.  But most of 
all, she cried for Rosie, her baby they had to bury 
last week. – Linda Boyden 

… 1996, actually, and the spring arrived rather 
early – January, actually – and ferociously.   – Tom 
Rapp 

… we would get up very late.  The sun never 
shone, so how did we know?  Early, late – when 
you are retired, it doesn’t matter.  The house was 
spotless.  Even the dust was clean.  We drew the 
drapes.  I was just rain.  The movies played and 
the sweaters knit, and my husband timed his 
breathing. 
 
 

 
Price, Cont’d from Page 1 
 
 As the screen shifted to the Young Adult 
category, Charlie remembers looking up at the 
screen and seeing his book jacket for The 
Interrogation of Gabriel James. It was not 
positioned in the winning slot. 

  His focus became how he was going to 
lose graciously. He imagined how he would 
hold his face, what he would say to express his 
heartfelt gratitude just for being nominated.  
Surrounded at his table by both winners and 
losers, he had seen both reactions. He wanted 
to get it right.    

 The next thing he remembered was 
seeing the envelope being opened and hearing 
the word “interrogation.” And then it clicked. 
He started to cry. His editor lunged up and let 
out a wail. 

 “I couldn’t speak. I wished I had longer 
to walk to the stage to compose myself. I 
needed about a mile for that,” says Charlie, 
flashing his down-to-earth smile.  

 When he was finally able to speak, 
Charlie talked about starting to write after he’d 
turned 60 and how the journey had been full of 

difficult steps. “The most touching speech of 
the evening came from a very surprised and 
moved Charlie Price,” reported Library 
Journal the following day.  

 But wait: rewind. How did this Edgar 
win even come about?  

 When his novel was in the publication 
process, Charlie did what he always does when 
his books are coming out. He asked his editor 
what he could do to help the book succeed.  

 “Authors must be proactive,” says 
Charlie. “The best time to promote a book is 
when it first comes out.”   

 The editor had the publicist get in 
contact with Charlie and together they 
brainstormed. They discussed various awards, 
and Charlie, being most familiar with the 
Edgar, suggested that one. They entered the 
novel, and then he forgot about it. 

 When he received the letter in the mail 
saying he had been nominated, he was both 
honored and delighted. He knew that meant all 
future books would carry the seal, “nominated 
for an Edgar,” and he couldn’t be more 
grateful. 

 However, a trip to New York was pricey, 
and the Prices decided they wouldn’t attend 
the banquet. Shortly after Charlie’s agent 
relayed that decision to the publisher, Charlie 
received an invitation from Macmillan for him 
and his wife to fly to New York for three days 
and nights and attend the Edgars—on them. In 
this day of publishing house cuts, nobody saw 
that coming. 

 Turns out that was the perfect decision.  
After the evening at the Edgars, Charlie 
returned upstairs to his wife, his face flooded 
with emotion as he opened the door to his 
hotel room and saw Joanie. 

 “Aw, honey, it’s okay,” she said.  
Throwing up his arms, he cried, “No.  I WON!” 

Congratulations, Charlie, on your new book 
Desert Angel to be released October 2011! 
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 Upcoming 
Events 

July 2011 
• Jul. 14, 5:00 to 8:30 p.m. — 
Marketfest (Writers Forum 
Booth) @ Library Park, Downtown 
Redding 
August 2011 
• Aug. 13, 11:00-3:00 p.m.—Writers 
Forum Potluck Barbecue @ 
Anderson River Park, Cottonwood 
Grove 

 

MONTHLY 

• Second Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.—
Traveling Bohemians Spoken 
Word Night @ 3304B  Bechelli Ln., 
Redding.   

 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, music & 
songwriters welcome  

 

Save the date… 
• Nov. 12, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.—
Writers Forum Author’s Fair @ Mt. 
Shasta Mall 

 1/2 Table $20 non-members/ 
                          $10 members 
 To reserve table, call: (530) 365-2797 

• Dec. 8 —December Buyout @ 
Riverfront Playhouse 

C
om
m
unity C

alendar 

The Hot Air Quarterly 
is accepting submissions in the areas of short fiction, 

memoir, and narrative nonfiction.  Send work as an 

attachment in Word or RTF to hotairquarterly@yahoo.com. 

Payment in contributors' copies. 

Critique, Cont’d from Page 3 
 
 As folks left the meeting, the 
comments were very positive, and almost 
everyone said they wanted to do this 
again.  It appeared to me that the 
extended program time allowed 
individuals to get comfortable with each 
other and be able to share their work and 
interact with each other over their work.  
Just as a critique group that meets once 
a week or so. 

 I would suggest that if you are not 
in a presently in a group, you might 
consider finding one.  The Writers 
Forum Board has approved posting a 
bulletin board in the Members section to 
allow members to post their interest in 
joining a group and what genre they 
work in.  When the board is up, a notice 
will be posted on the home page.  Good 
luck. 

 
 
 
 

 
President, Cont’d from Page 2 
  
 We scheduled a booth at 
MarketFest on July 14, the Thursday 
summer evening music program hosted 
by Viva Downtown. Shasta County Arts 
Council is offering their space on select 
dates. A committee (of two) is 
composing an updated informational 
brochure about the Writers Forum to 
hand out at the table.  
 On Saturday, August 13, we have 
our annual summer social potluck open 
to the public. This year we will be milling 
in and around the Cottonwood Grove at 
Anderson River Park. 
 Stay tuned to the Website for 
additional information on all. 

----Larry WattersLarry WattersLarry WattersLarry Watters    



 

Page 8 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Redding, CA 

Permit #337 

Writers Forum 

P.O. Box 492282 

Redding, CA 96049-2282 

 

Return  Service Requested 

June 2011 

 
Writers Forum Presents 

June Meeting 

 

Read Around 
 

Members read their original work on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Readers are allowed up to five minutes for their session—no exceptions!  

Limited spots for non-members are also available.  Arrive early to sign up 

for this popular event!  Tips for effective reading: Practice reading your 

selection(s) aloud, and time yourself, including introduction. 
 

Saturday, June 11, 2011 

10:30 to 12:30 

All Saints’ Episcopal Church 

2150 Benton Drive 

NW Corner of Benton & Quartz Hill Rd. 


