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Saturday, June 8, 2012 
10:30 to 12:30 

All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
2150 Benton Drive 

NW Corner of Benton & Quartz Hill Rd. 
 Redding, CA 

Member Read Around 
Our June meeting will showcase Writers Forum members by  

offering the opportunity to read up to 5 minutes from their  

original works.  Upon arrival at the meeting, members can sign in 

and read on a first come-first-read basis.  Limited spots for  

nonmembers may also be available. Critiques of the readings by 

members of the audience are optional and will be provided only 

upon request.  
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 At the two for one forum meeting last 
month the participants were rewarded with  
not one but two presentations. The first was 
Terry Shames, a member of the Northern 
California Chapter of The Sisters in Crime,  
presenting  a one-thousand dollar grant from 
The Sisters of Crime to our local college 
library, as seen in the picture below.  

 The second was the  presentation given 
by the same Terry Shames who graciously 
agreed to  stay  and talk to the Forum about 
the changes in the publishing industry.  She 
covered the  constant changes in the industry 
and the current movement away from the 
classic steps of agents and publishers to the 

more current online publishing and e-
readers. 

 The publishing world today is not what 
it used today, and as writers one must be 
willing to change with the times, Ms. Shames 
pointed out  that not so long ago self 
publishing online was viewed poorly and 
writers who did so were looked down on, but 
now it’s an almost necessary step to being 
published. She is calling it The Publishing 
Revolution,  and it seems that this is only the 
beginning.   

See “Revolution” Page  4 
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 The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates.  
Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997.  Writers Forum’s annual 
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10. 
 Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for 
consideration.  Letters to the Editor are welcomed.  Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month preceding publication.  Please submit copy to the editor; digital 
copy gets preference.  The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy editing in 

the interest of the newsletter’s style and space.  Writers Forum Website at 
www.writers-forum.net accepts submissions also.  Email digital to the Webmaster.  
phone contact 
 Payment is in copies.  Submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped 
envelope cannot be returned. 

  Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing.  2.) Essays on subjects of interest to 
writers.  (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.)  3.) Book 
or author reviews.  4.) Letters to the Editor.  5.) Information on upcoming events, 
local or not.  6.) Photos of events.  7.) Advertise your classes or private events. 
 All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the 
Editor. 

 How to send: 
 For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to editor@writers-forum.net  
or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.   
 For Website, please e-mail to webmaster@writers-forum.net. 

From The Desk of the 

President 

 I am so pleased with the 

Scholarship Committee’s choices for 

recipients of  our two $500 awards. I had 

the opportunity to sit in on their process 

of  selecting winners. I was present as an 

active participating observer (my words). 

And their final choices were fantastic. 

Rudi Yniguez is graduating from Shasta 

High, and Triet Dinh Nguyen from 

Enterprise.  

 I had the opportunity to speak to 

each of  their English instructors. There 

was pride in their voices, and in their 

follow-on emails I could sense that it was 

not a momentary swelling of  gladness. 

Triet’s teach is Trent Copland who has 

spent twenty-five years teaching English 

as a Second Language to refugees with up 

to one hundred spread out through five 

classes. These days he only has one class 

of  five. To have one of  those five win a 

scholarship…well, like I typed, “…it was 

not a momentary swelling…” Rudi has 

Shane Kikut as her instructor, and was he 

was similarly grateful. 

See “Presidents” Page 5 
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Upcoming 
events… 

 

June 
 9th, Second Saturday, 10:30 am  

Read-around *see back for  
details* 

 

MONTHLY 
 Second Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Traveling Bohemians Spoken 
Word Night @ 3304B  Bechelli 
Ln., Redding.   

 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, 
music & songwriters welcome  

 Second Saturday, 6:00-9:00 
p.m.— All About Books @ 1301 
Court St., Redding will be hosting 
book signings as part of Second 
Saturday Art Night.   

 If any members are interested please 

contact Richard Lucas at All About 

Books, 1301 Court St. in Redding. Open 

M-F 9-6, Sat 10-4. Phone: 605-4848 

(945-1634 cell). Members will be limited 

to 3-4 per night. 

 

There are no 
meetings in July 

and August! 
  

Cont’d “Presidents” 

 You can read their submissions in 

the May newsletter or online at our 

website when we get them posted.   

 Meanwhile, I have been finding it 

tough to find my muse for writing. I re-

ally had to be kicked in the ass to get 

this out.   

 I have recently been re-visiting 3 

Word Wednesday 

(threewordwednesday.com/) where each 

week three words are posted, and peeps 

are encouraged to use them as prompts. 

Ranging from short stories to poems, 

my favorite challenge is to compose a 

single sentence that makes sense. Run 

by my buddy Thom G (who has carried 

it from Redding, to NYC, and now to 

Buffalo, Wyoming), it has a world-wide 

following.  

 There are other kick-in-the-butts 

too. One is Write On! Online 

(writeononline.com/) that “brings com-

munity to writers throughout the 

world.” They have articles, reports, 

newsletters, and monthly goals that 

you set and report on progress. They 

also have a presence on Face Book (who 

doesn’t these days?).  What is your 

favorite online site for writing? Let me, 

er, us know, via the contact page on our 

Website (reddingwritersforum.com ). 

 Until then, I will keep turning 

over the stones looking for my muse. 

  

-Larry Watters 

http://www.threewordwednesday.com/
http://writeononline.com/
http://www.reddingwritersforum.com


 

Page 4 
“Revolution” Cont’d 

With the constant progress of technology the 
publishing industry is forced to keep up. 
With more readers switching to reading 
their books on their cellphones and e-
readers the necessity for digital books is 
becoming more apparent.  

 Not only are the publishing companies 
changing their ways, but writers are as well. 
It is as simple as a click of a button to get a 
book published, but one would hope they 
would still take editing into mind before 
clicking that button.  

 There are online companies who will 
happy edit any book for a fee, there are even 
companies who will design the layout for an 
online book to alleviate the necessity of 
learning an excessive amount technical 
knowledge it may take to make the book 
look clean and finished. Most services listed 
can easily be found through a Google search, 
just another example of how the publishing 
world has changed. 

 Thank you again to both the Sister in 
Crime and Terry Shames for another 
successful event!  

“West Coast” Cont’d 

And remember, when interrogating, “lock 

them down” on a statement so you can use 

their later contradictions to attack their 

credibility in court.   

 At the panel, “Sex in Mysteries” I 

learned to write this in stories by focusing on 

the EMOTIONS.  Thank goodness.  The 

panelists were all women and most confessed 

a squeamishness for including sex in their 

fiction.  All agreed alcohol helps to alleviate 

that.  I asked the panel how to rebuild “sexual 

tension” after your characters have “done it”, 

to keep your readers interested.  Allison 

Brennan answered that after The Deed, she 

moves her characters physically away from 

each other, then brings them back together to 

“start over”.  Better than using the ocean as 

metaphor, too, I think.    

 Next time, I’ll share my experience with 

the short story writers I met at Left Coast 

Crime!  

Too soon… 
 
… she walked away from me, her eyes 
cast down as she swiftly shut the door 
behind her, looking up one last time be-
fore exiting out of my life forever. And in 
the moment I knew, and will always know 
that I had just let the perfect woman walk 
away. 
~ Anonymous  

 Each month, your Editor will offer a “jump line,” a phrase 
designed to serve as a writing prompt.  You are invited to 
put pen to paper for 90 seconds and free write whatever 
comes to mind, then SUBMIT your writing to the newslet-

ter!  Submit to: editor@writers-forum.net. 

The  

Spontaneous  

Pen 

       · One jump line ·    

      · 90 seconds · 

      · What will you write? · 

June’s The Spontaneous Pen prompt: 

Hope is... 
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West Coast Crime 2.0 
By Laura Hernandez  

 I first met the object of my 

stalking desire at a panel called, “Men 

of Mystery” where he sat with 19 other 

men, including John Lescroart, Lee 

Goldberg, Darrell James, and Gar 

Anthony Haywood.  The moderator, a 

woman in her obvious 60s was honored 

by all men who one after another said 

she was a fabulous “date”!   She 

demurred.  These are male authors who 

write mysteries. They have protags who 

are smart or funny or bumbling or all of 

those things.   

 I then ran into him as he was 

standing at a pillar by the bar.  I asked 

him if he was holding it up. He 

laughed, which is always a 

good entre for me.  We then began to 

chat about how he got started 

writing.  He was an engineer for oil rigs 

in England.  When he moved here, the 

math was different, and he couldn’t get 

work.  His wife encouraged him to pen 

the stories he always told.  She even 

entered one of his stories in a writing 

contest, behind his back.  They are still 

married.  He said the first time one of 

his books was being offered for sale at 

a book store, he and a buddy went to 

the store, disguised as customers, and 

followed a woman who’d picked up his 

book from the pile.  The buddies 

wanted to see if she put it back without 

buying like women sometimes do when 

shopping for clothes!  She actually 

bought it, and as she exited the store, he 

knew he was a Real Author.   

 I excused myself to attend the 

panel entitled, “Bad to the Bone”, and 

there he was again!  This was a 

discussion about protags who operate 

on the edge of the law.  I took pictures 

with Alan Jacobson’s camera at his 

request for the panel group.( Great way 

to meet guys, huh?!) The protags in 

many of these novels feel conflicted 

about the killings they have to do, or 

the threat that they will kill to get info, 

or the stealing from Bad Guys that 

they must do to survive. The “villain” 

is the hero of his own story.     Read 

“The Fall Guy”?  I did, and that was 

the fulfillment of my stalking Simon 

Wood!  I had him autograph my copy 

by sneaking into the start of another 

panel I had no intention of going to but 

saw he was scheduled for, and told him 

how to obtain a restraining 

order.  Actually I made him sign it, “To 

Laura, who writes bloody lousy crime 

fiction!”  How else would he 

remember me?  

 Besides the TROhearing?! 
 I also went to the panel, “They’re 

Watching You” about private eyes, 

with Michael Siverling who was a 

Supervising Public Defender as well as 

a D.A. investigator in real life.  I 

learned that gun “silencers” don’t 

really silence gunfire, and the best 

“tool” is a flashlight.  Profilers work 

with statistics, not ESP (I did like 

“Missing” and “Medium” 

though,didn’t you?!) The FBI also says 

it’s the first 4 hours and the first 1 ½ 

miles that are the most critical to an 

investigation.   

See “West Coast” Page 5  


