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Trades, Travel and Turkeys: How to Succeed in the 
Diverse World of Magazine Writing

A panel of three freelance authors who have achieved success as magazine writers will share 
their stories at Writers Forum on March 14.

John Higley is a prolific and nationally-recognized outdoor writer and photographer whose 
articles about fishing and hunting span a forty-two year career as a freelance writer. He began 
writing in his twenties with articles in Outdoor Life and Field and Stream. He continues to 
contribute articles, columns and photos regularly to print magazines, including California Game 
and Fish, Turkey Country Magazine, and Outdoor California (the magazine of the California 
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife). He is a regular contributor to MyOutdoorBuddy.com, an online 
magazine. He is the author of three previous books, and currently has written a new hardback 
book titled Successful Turkey Hunting, published by Skyhorse Publishing in New York City. 
Higley is a long-time member of the Outdoor Writers Association of California (OWAC). 

Troy Racki, DDS is a private practitioner in Redding, California. Entering college at 17, he 
graduated with a BS in biology and completed his Doctor of Dental Surgery from Loma Linda 
University. Writing and personal finance are interests of his. He pens financial pieces for the online 
investment site Seeking Alpha, for which he's received two Editor's Choice Awards and three Professional 
Awards. He also writes for Horseplayers Magazine and Thoroughbred Times. He's has been a winner and a 
finalist in the Decipher Inc. National Writing Contest. Racki currently serves as Vice President of 
Writers Forum of Northern California.
 
Chloe Ryan Winston graduated from Marylhurst University and earned a master’s degree at Idaho State 
University. She has been a cruise destination lecturer as well as a high school teacher, counselor, and 
administrator. She's lived in Ashland, Oregon, which is featured in her writing, as well as Mexico, and has 
traveled extensively to fifty-eight countries. Winston has contributed to several blogs, and as a travel writer to 
publications including The Los Angeles Times, International Travel News, and Mature Lifestyles. She's 
written nostalgia articles for Bend of the River and opinion columns for The Portland Oregonian and Redding 
Record Searchlight. Her book reviews occur regularly in the Record Searchlight.



President’s Message

␣The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates: Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997. Writers 
Forum’s annual membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10. Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome 
for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is the␣15th of the month preceding publication. Please 
submit copy to the editor; digital copy gets preference. The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy␣editing in the interest of the 
newsletter’s style and space. Writers Forum Website at www.reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email digitalto the 
Webmaster. Payment is in copies. Mailed submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped envelope cannot be returned. Type of 
Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing. 2.) Essays on subjects 
of interest to writers. (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the 
Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise your classes or private events. All 
submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor. How to send: For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail 
to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282. For Website, please e- mail to 
writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

Submit Your Work

Oops. This is one of the months that I don’t have as much time as usual to write my 
President’s Message. Granted, February with twenty-eight days is an obvious short-writing 
month, but I usually recognize that early. But March is a sneaker.

Yep! I am whining about that one hour we skip. Note that I don’t get excited with the hour 
gained in the Fall.
The last few years the Spring Time Change has affected me. I have morning meetings that I 
kinda blow off during the winter because I am a slouch when it is not daylight when rising. 
The last few weeks I could almost get my butt up-and-about, but my mind plays mental 
tricks. Like in, don’t become a regular since after the time change I revert to the slouch role 
for a few more weeks until the sun catches up.

I am really good at reasoning.

It is interesting that Daylight Saving Time is mostly a Northern Hemisphere concoction. 
Another oddity is that Germany launched it first in 1916, yet it was another two years 
before the United States gave it a shot. And it didn't stick, being repealed later nationwide 
with only a few major cities going against the grain.

But then forty days after Japan bombed Pearl,  we went overboard; not only did we bring it 
back, but we called it War Time all the time. For the duration of World War Two we never 
adjusted our clocks.

After the war confusion reared its head when states could start-and-end DST at their whim. 
Congress was called in, and they established the Uniform Time Act. We have changed the 
start/stop times, but when states observe it, they all get up in the night on the same day.

Well, I got to practice getting up earlier, so have a writing-savings day. 

http://www.reddingwritersforum.com
http://www.reddingwritersforum.com
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Simon Wood Empowers Authors of the 21st Century By Jennifer Higley
"Simon Wood's workshop was one of the best I've attended. So great that it was provided here, locally. I truly 
benefited from it." Author Cathy Elliott
“Think about what your platform is. What do you write about? It's worth pondering for a weekend. What is it I 
want my work to stand out as? How do I want it to be recognized?” When award-winning thriller writer
 spoke for Writers Forum on February 14, he shared from his vast database of knowledge as an author 
doing business in today’s market. The crowd of attendees, ranging from poets to non-fiction writers, fantasy to 
fellow thriller writers, was assembled to gain insight and strategy needed to be successful in a world operating 
increasingly online. Yet, though the opportunities afforded to authors by social networking are many, Simon 
also taught us the importance of learning who we are as authors, and to be ready to effectively share that with 
the world of readers.
In his workshop “Marketing and the Modern Author,” Simon explained that your platform is essentially the 
qualifications and background that give you the authority to write about a certain subject. This leads into your 
persona, which is how you present yourself to the public. While pursuing his own publishing goals, Simon 
discovered the importance of being prepared to be your own salesman. By utilizing both internet and print 
media, as well as face-to-face gatherings, he has created a social club of sorts around his work, and he detailed 
for attendees the strategy he uses to accomplish this.
As for Simon’s persona, he’s witty and thought provoking, with a broad base of experience to draw from. He 
interwove stories of his early travails in the publishing industry throughout the presentation of his workshop, 
tailoring the information to his Writers Forum crowd, encouraging questions, and causing rounds of laughter 
along the way. Workshop attendee and published author Cathy Elliott said, “Better ideas in handling social 
media are always welcome. I think it is a challenge for everyone. Having Simon, someone who KNOWS what 
he's talking about, someone who is walking the talk, is wonderful. And credible. For me, it was perfect. My 
handout is jammed with notes.” For a 21st century author, time spent at this workshop is time well-invested.

Debbie Israel, Director at Large
writersforumdal2@gmail.com
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Online Class

by Dale Angel

I’m taking an online class. The subjects are varied and useful for everyday life. The teacher is well-known, 
educated and comes with credentials and a title. The instructor’s name is Judge Judy.

I personally learned how to dress for the work environment. You need a white lace collar. It made me 
realize I need the services of the physical landscaping skills of her surgeon. She looks sixteen and last class 
she showed up with blond hair, the necessary equipment for the job.

She shows us the value of personal worth by refusing to get involved in domestic affairs. What she calls, 
“playing house with benefits”.

She will not divide up the items fought over like the plaintiffs toothbrush holder and running shoes or the 
defendant’s rims off her car. She will not unmingle their toys.

She’s not using up her life or education over trivias, especially when both want a refund and compensation 
on their bad investment…we can all learn something from this.

She’s very astute in unraveling who threw the first punch…and she can identify the keys of rejected 
lovers…who used them to damage the cars belonging to the party of the first part.

Her work ethics are so creative when ones spouse sues, and the problem is from unemployment that 
brought it about, her advice is ”just gather cans and hire your own attorney”.  She’s fair.

She is a master at identifying manufactured disabilities that her bailiff pays his taxes to support so the 
disabled party has an income…while surfing.

The case of the women who sued for back injury and pain and suffering was enlightening. Judge Judy told 
her to try climbing down off those shoes, see if that helps…next!

Her practical questions are so skilled you see people tattling on themselves.

She is very good to youths who have coping problems, who she says, ”lie when their mouths are moving”. 
She is so kind, she never deprives them of consequences. It shows a great deal of experience in this area. I 
need to know more about things like this, at present, I’m under qualified.

Never do business without defensive receipts-you will need them for decades because someone may come 
out of the woodwork…save all receipts…good to know.



Dylan Retrospective  By Linda Boyden ©2014

What happened to the wild poets
the crazy word makers?
Red
White
Black

            Brown
Hell, get drunk enough and everyone’s Irish,
30 pints of Guinness reveals the truth.

Where are the crazy poets?
We were the wanderers,
the word listeners,
the rat-ta-tat-tat beat
filling our brains
guitars trilling
to Smoky Mountain blessings
thoughts blurred as snow fields.

We passed the bread basket,
played jug band music,
hoped to eat,
sometimes didn’t.
So we wrote
we hoped
we lived to write.
We sucked up coffee,
and often just sucked;
used hunger as the fuel to wind up unforgettable.
Immorality is one letter shy of immortality, 

 a few cigarettes and beers from the gutter.
Stolen lyrics, forgotten lines,
who cared, who remembers?
We got our words out.
We got our worlds out.

Now who will catch the torch?
Who cares where the hungry poets spend the night?
Who knows how to feed one?
Do we? Does anyone?
When are you going to howl, America?
Or are you star-spangled to death,
a no-child-left-behind-single-file-parade
to acres of beige houses with white trim?

When will you howl, America?
Where are your crazy poets?
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Next Meeting Saturday, March 14th
 10:30 a.m. 

All Saints Episcopal Church 2150 Benton Drive, 
Redding, CA. Doors open at 10:00 a.m.




