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Doni Chamberlain-Greenberg on  
SOCIAL MEDIA AND WRITING IN THE NEW CENTURY 

 
Doni Chamberlain-Greenberg is an independent online journalist and owner and publisher of 
anewscafe.com, which utilizes more than 50 community writers. Greenberg will help writers 
understand the advantages of using social media, including blogs, to promote their work. She shows 
how it's possible to not just report and disseminate information but to encourage conversations 
between the web site's content providers and the thousands of unique visitors (formerly known as 
readers) who visit the site each month. Before going online, Greenberg was an award-winning 
newspaper opinion columnist and feature and food writer recognized by the Associated Press, the 
California Newspaper Publishers Association, and E.W. Scripps. 

 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 
10:30 to 12:30 

All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
2150 Benton Drive 

NW Corner of Benton & Quartz Hill Rd. 

Page    

 

 MMMalice Domestic is an annual "fun 

fan" convention held in in late April in 
metropolitan Washington, D.C., saluting the 
traditional mystery — books best typified by 
the works of Agatha Christie. The genre is 
loosely defined as mysteries which contain 
no explicit sex or excessive gore or violence. 
At the 23rd annual convention, Sue Grafton 
was honored with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Sue was interviewed by author Hank 
Phillippi Ryan for an article in the 
convention's program. Here's what Sue 
Grafton stressed about "trusting the 
Shadow." 

 "Ego is a writer’s enemy. I can’t write 
when I’m sitting there worried about my 
editor, wondering if the critics will hate the 
book, wondering if my readers will 
complain, wondering if my fans will be 
bored. All good writing comes from Shadow, 
which is Ego’s opposite. Shadow holds our 
intuition, energy, imagination, insight, and 
humor. Shadow also holds our rage, our 
pettiness, and our secret, mean-spirited 
response to the world.  Shadow is the child 
in us, and all she wants to do is play.  I have 
to remind myself over and over that writing 
is not about money or sales or fame or glory 
or recognition. Writing is about play. 
Writing is an expression of our souls and 
our innermost selves.  That’s a lesson I have 
to learn anew every day when I sit down at 

my computer. So far Shadow is 
winning out over Ego, but I’m the 
one fighting to keep her on top."  
— Interview by Hank Phillippi 
Ryan 

 Thanks to mystery writer Judy Hogan 
for sharing this information. You can visit 
Judy's blog at: 
http://postmenopausalzest.blogspot.com 

 Check out September’s The 
Spontaneous Pen prompt for more on writing 
the Shadow. 
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 The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates.  
Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997.  Writers Forum’s annual 
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10. 
 Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for 
consideration.  Letters to the Editor are welcomed.  Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month preceding publication.  Please submit copy to the editor; digital 
copy gets preference.  The staff reserves the right to perform minor copy editing in 
the interest of the newsletter’s style and space.  Writers Forum Website at 
www.writers-forum.net accepts submissions also.  Email digital to the Webmaster.  
phone contact 
 Payment is in copies.  Submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped 
envelope cannot be returned. 

  Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission: 
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing.  2.) Essays on subjects of interest to 
writers.  (200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution.)  3.) Book 
or author reviews.  4.) Letters to the Editor.  5.) Information on upcoming events, 
local or not.  6.) Photos of events.  7.) Advertise your classes or private events. 
 All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the 
Editor. 
 How to send: 
 For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to editor@writers-forum.net  
or snail mail digital media to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.  
For Website, please e-mail to webmaster@writers-forum.net. 

From The Desk of the 

President 
-By Larry Watters 
 
 It is back to school for some of our 
members; not as students but as teachers. 
Schoolhouse Rock (the TV version) songs 
will be playing through their heads at night 
(sorry for putting that worm in ya). My 
favorite is “Conjunction Junction” (what’s 
your function?). 
 Our booth at MarketFest in July 
was popular. Despite the low attendance of 
MarketFest this year because the Farmer’s 
Market is no longer part of the Thursday 
event, we had interested people stop by. 
One writer sought us out. She had found 
our Website and noticed that we would 
have a booth where she could get more 
information. This event was the debut of 
our beautifully revamped Writers Forum 
Brochure; thanks to Jennifer Phelps for 
the layout and Claudia Mosby for editing. I 
am happy to say that later that month in 
the mail was her membership form. 
 The Internet continues to be a 
powerful tool to attract potential members. 
Our annual Summer Potluck was posted 
on our Site as well as Facebook (a social 
media tool — see later in this column). I 
was surprised when the first person to 
show up came because of the Event 
Posting page in FB (as seasoned users refer 
to it). She was another local writer who 
didn’t know about the Writers Forum until 
recently. 
 

    see President, Page 5 
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Officers 
President 

Larry Watters 
president@writers-forum.net 

Vice President 
Open 

Treasurer 
Jennifer Levens 

treasurer@writers-forum.net 

Secretary 
Darbie Andrews 

secretary@writers-forum.net 

Membership Director 
Ron Sutton 

membership@writers-forum.net 

Program Director 
Sharon Owen 

programs@writers-forum.net 

Newsletter Editor 
Jennifer Phelps 

editor@writers-forum.net 

Directors at Large 
Claudia Mosby 

Alicia McCauley 
Laura Hernandez 

More: 
Webmaster 
Ron Sutton 

webmaster@writers-forum.net 

Page 5  

 

 September 2011 
• Jul. 14, 5:00 to 8:30 p.m. — 

Marketfest (Writers Forum 
Booth) @ Library Park, Downtown 
Redding 

    

October 2011 
• 10-7 @ 7 p.m.—Pecha Kucha 

Redding @ Atrium, south end of 
Downtown Promenade 

 “Real people in a real room.”  Local people 
showcase their interests, ideas, skills, and 
passions in live projected presentations inside 
the Atrium at the south end of Redding’s 
Downtown Promenade.  FREE event!  FREE 
refreshments.   

 Visit on the Web: 
www.vivadowntownredding.org/PechaKucha.html 

 Contact: pechakucha_redding@att.net 

  or call (530) 244-6640 

 

November 2011 
• Nov. 12, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.—

Writers Forum Author’s Fair @ Mt. 
Shasta Mall 

 1/2 Table $20 non-members /$10 members 
 To reserve table, call: (530) 365-2797 

 

December 2011 
• Dec. 8 —December Buyout @ 

Riverfront Playhouse 

 

MONTHLY 
• Second Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.—

Traveling Bohemians Spoken 
Word Night @ 3304B  Bechelli Ln., 
Redding.   

 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, music & 
songwriters welcome  

C
om
m
unity C

alendar 

President, Cont’d from Page 2 
  
 Our Newsletter Editor, Jennifer 
Phelps, has a new feature, “The 
Spontaneous Pen,” which is proving to be 
very popular. Each month, your Editor 
will offer a “jump line,” a phrase designed 
to serve as a writing prompt. You are 
invited to put pen to paper for 90 seconds 
and free write whatever comes to mind, 
then SUBMIT your writing to the 
newsletter! Submit to: editor@writers-
forum.net. All submissions are posted to 
our site, and selected are printed as space 
dictates. 
 September marks our return to 
monthly meetings the 2nd Saturday of the 
month after our summer hiatus. Your 
Program Chair, Sharon Owen, has lined 
up Doni Greenberg, who will talk about 
“How writers can use social media to 
promote their work,” another example of 
how the Internet can benefit writers.  
October will be Peter Berkow. 

----Larry WattersLarry WattersLarry WattersLarry Watters    
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The Spontaneous Pen 
An opportunity to share our first thoughts…  

September’s The Spontaneous Pen jump line:               

One jump line ·    

90 seconds · 

What will you write? · 

Each month, your Editor will offer a “jump line,” a phrase designed to serve as a writing prompt.  
You are invited to put pen to paper for 90 seconds and free write whatever comes to mind, then 
SUBMIT your writing to the newsletter!  Submit to: editor@writers-forum.net. 

Responses to this summer’s The Spontaneous Pen jump line: 

I wish I could remember... 

… where I left my glasses.  How am I supposed to be 
a prolific, witty writer and amaze the world with my 
intelligence and charm when I can't even see the 
keyboard?    
-Leona Webb   
 
… what that cereal was that my mother used to cook 
over the fireplace when the electricity went out and 
there was no other heat in the house. It had a nutty 
flavor and the cream from the milk bottle and a 
touch of sugar made the rest of the day wonderful; 
or was that because school was canceled on account 
of snow?  
– Jennifer Levens   
 
… my grandmother's scent, the perfect combination 
of Oil of Olay and grace. The day before she died, I 
leaned down to kiss her forehead and inhaled 
deeply, trying to hold onto her scent, trying to hold 
onto her.  She slipped away from me while I slept in 
her house, and the next morning I dressed in her 
sweater, wrapped myself in her scent. Now that 
sweater only smells like the back of my closet, but 

every once in awhile she comes to me in dreams, and 
when I wake up I swear I catch the faintest hint of 
Oil of Olay and maybe even a little grace.   
– Alicia McCauley 
 

Some more responses to In the dark… 
 
In the dark, I let the rainbow effects play around the 
streetlight as the light rays spilled like water. I 
loosened my focus, and I felt a sparkling 
effervescence of being. For a moment, I felt as if I 
saw Beyond. And I was enthralled by it. 
— Kathleen M. Griffin 
 
In the dark, the deepest kind, moonless and 
shuttered and thickly curtained, she comes to me. In 
that black time our senses rise like two desperately 
blind souls with only hands to speak and only taste 
to hear.  And there, wonderfully, we make a choir 
and a symphony for us alone, and we pretend even 
God can't see.   
– David Zobel 

 

Letting my 
Shadow write... ] [ 
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I Wish the Company of a Little 
Girl I Lost Somewhere 
-By Dale Angel 
 

I wish the company of a little girl I lost 
somewhere 

Who picked flowers without stems… caught 
raindrops on her tongue 

Tamed ladybugs as hand to hand they crawled 

Reaching to touch the clouds became a dove 

Almost catching shadows as they moved 
across the wall 

Her world was real of pretend… where did I 
lose her? 

I’m looking for you… can you hear my call? 

  

When we were young and foolish and filled 
with mirth and glee 

Distances and challenges were things we did 
not see 

We pursued life as though a happy game 

Not comprehending a future day… when we’d 
have to walk on the  

Bridges we built as we played and played and 
played.   

  

May I catch and hold the summers of my life 

When the sun is at its peak 

To warm me in the winter... to nourish my 
decline 

May I wrap my memories about me to 
entertain my tomorrow 

When I’m old and lonely and fragile as my 
world descends to night 

May I store away for my future use … the 
priceless, exquisite  

mornings of... my precious fleeting youth.   

M
em
bers W

rite 

The Word Police 
 Do you have a pet peeve about 
misuse of the English Language?  Most 
of us writers have several, but one that 
seems to be gaining in frequency these 
days is "begging the question." News 
announcers do it, published authors do 
it, even educated fleas do it… well, 
maybe I'm exaggerating about the fleas. 

 To "beg the question" does 
not mean "to raise the question." 

 Please do you part to save our 
language. If you see or hear these three 
little words being used incorrectly, 
please request that the perpetrator go 
to http://begthequestion.info/ for a 
simple tutorial on this usage. 

 If you have a pet peeve, help 
save our language by joining The 
Word Police and posting your 
comment here. Your identity will not 
be revealed.  Submit to: 

editor@writers-forum.net 

 Word Police 


