
WRITERS FORUM

Writing for the Inspirational Market:
     The inspirational market is no longer a genre—it's a vast industry that includes

every genre imaginable from Amish to thrillers, Christian living to Buddhist
teaching and YA to picture books. Cindy (Martinusen) Coloma and Cathy Elliott

will give an overview of the inspirational market, the opportunities, the boundaries,
and reasons to explore this growing and diverse industry.

     Coloma is a best-selling author and has written 13 novels including Beautiful
(2010 Christy Award Finalist for YA and 2011 Revolve YA Tour Book of the
Year), and 4 nonfiction books. Her novels have been translated into Afrikaans,

Dutch, German and Norwegian.
     Elliott is the author of two cozy mysteries, including Medals in the Attic, the

second book in the Annie’s Attic Mystery Series. Currently, she is hard at work on
a new quilting mystery for Abingdon Press, to be released in 2014.

     Regular monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month from
10:30 am-12:30 pm at All Saints Episcopal Church in the Memorial Hall. Doors

open at 10:00am and the meeting begins promptly at 10:30am. All Saints
Episcopal Church is located at 2150 Benton Drive, Redding, CA.

    First time visitors are free. Donations for refreshments are accepted at the
refreshment table. Annual Writers Forum memberships are $20.

     For more details about monthly featured programs and other Writers Forum
events, please visit our Calendar Page. We look forward to seeing you at our next

meeting!

Upcoming Events
April 10

 Traveling Bohemians Spoken
Word Night   3304B Bechelli Ln.,
Redding. 7 p.m.

April 13

Writers Forum Meeting  10:30 a.m.
Information above and on back page.

   Redding CAApril 2013

April Meeting to Explore Inspirational Market

"Writing a novel is like driving a
car at night.

You can see only as far as your
headlights, but you can make the

whole trip that way.

                                             -E. L. Doctorow



Contact Info

Writers Forum
PO Box 492282
Redding, CA 96049-2282
reddingwritersforum.com
Phone: 515-4828

Officers

Larry Watters- President
     writersforumpresident@gmail.com

Vice President- Open

Jennifer Levens- Treasurer
     writersforumtreasurer@gmail.com

Darbie Andrews- Secretary
     writersforumsecretary@gmail.com

Jennifer Higley- Membership Director
     writersforummembership@gmail.com

Sharon Owen- Program Director
     writersforumprogramchair@gmail.com

Ed Sulpice- Newletter Editor
     writersforumeditor@gmail.com

Laura Hernandez- Director at Large
     writersforumdal1@gmail.com

Alicia McCauley-Webmaster
     writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

President’s Message

he Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates: Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997. Writers Forum’s annual
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10.
Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is
the 15th of the month preceding publication. Please submit copy to the editor; digital copy gets preference. The staff reserves the right to perform minor
copy editing in the interest of the newsletter’s style and space. Writers Forum Website at www.reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email
digital to the Webmaster.
Payment is in copies. Mailed submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped envelope cannot be returned.
Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission:
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing. 2.) Essays on subjects of interest to writers. (200 words can be quoted without permission but with
attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise
your classes or private events.
All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor.
How to send:
For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.
For Website, please e-mail to writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

I was drawing a blank for ideas for this
month. Then I looked at the calendar.
April? April! What better than a selection
of literary hoaxes in honor of April Fool’s
Day? So with a guffaw or two, here goes.

In 1903, a document called the Protocols
of the Elders of Zion was published in Russia, outlining
a plot by the Jewish people to take over the world.
Throughout the subsequent decades, the document was
used to justify violence against Jews, even after it was
discovered to be a hoax in 1921. Henry Ford famously
referred to the document in his anti-Semitic newspaper
in the 1920s.

Part of the popularity of Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci
Code came from the possibility that much of the novel
was based on truth. At the beginning of the novel,
Brown lays out a number of “facts” upon which the
book is based. Many sources, however, contend that
some of Brown’s facts are actually based on a hoax.
The Priory of Sion, the secret society in Brown’s book,
was actually invented in the 1950′s, the debunkers say,
by Pierre Plantard. Plantard created false documents
that connected him to the supposed illustrious secret
society and then planted those documents in the French
national library. The authors of the book Holy Blood,
Holy Grail used the documents as part of the research
for their book; Dan Brown based his research for The
Da Vinci Code on Holy Blood, Holy Grail. (cont. pg4)

 
 



Slate for April 2013 Writers Forum
Officers

President    Larry Watters
Vice President   Troy Racki
Secretary     Vickie Linnet
Treasurer    Jennifer Levens
Program Director   Sharon Owen
Membership Director   Jennifer Higley
Newsletter Editor   Ed Sulpice
Director at Large   Laura Hernandez
Director at Large   Lindy Jones
Director at Large   Alicia McCauley

We have a full slate for the elections.
     Troy  Racki has agreed to be thrown in the bramble patch, er, um, agreed to be thrown
in the soft cushy Veep position; Vickie Linnet has stepped up to be Secretary; and Lindy
Jones has opted to be our 3rd Director at Large.
 All nominees are running unopposed except for the hotly contested position of
Newsletter Editor, where Alicia McCauley  is attempting to remove incumbent Ed
Sulpice from the coveted position. Every  vote will count in this close race.
      Quorum is 10% of membership; should go quickly since 'they' can vote on the slate if
there are no nominations from the floor.
     Lastly, potential new boardies are invited to attend the board meeting Thursday, April
11, at the Library in the Foundation Room.

Get Out and Vote

Annual Writers Forum Elections



 “Writing is a life of poverty and disappoint-
ment.  Doing each book is as frightening a process as
the last.  Being a writer is a difficult life.  “So, do I still
have your attention?”

 On March 9th, Redding Writer’s Forum had
the unique opportunity to host four time novelist
Keith Raffel at Shasta College.  The avid horseplayer
turned congressional hopeful turned Silicon Valley
cloud computing trailblazer had a lot of insight to of-
fer concerning the lifestyle of an author and the diffi-
culties of being successful in the ever changing field
of publishing.
 “Writing a novel is like starting a company,”
Keith explained.  “Decide what your objective is when
you start writing your book.  If you don’t set out with
your goals in mind then you won’t know when you
have been successful.” Like every business selling a
product, an author needs to identify who will be their
customers and how they put those books into the
hands of their readers.  If an author approaches book
writing as a publisher first and develops a plan for
marketing and distribution prior to ever writing a
word, chances are they will be more likely to succeed
at beating the odds.
 The odds are steep.  It is estimated that ap-
proximately 500,000 books go to print each year, yet
only 40 manage to sell more than 100,000 copies
their first year.  The majority of these books pub-
lished sell less than 150 copies, mostly to just friends
and family.

After Davy Crockett died in 1836, a supposed posthumous
autobiography was published, entitled “Col. Crockett’s Exploits and
Adventures in Texas, Written by Himself.” Turns out it was actually
written by playwright and novelist Richard Penn Smith, who wrote it
in under 24 hours.

In 2008, “Margaret B. Jones” published a book called Love and
Consequences, a supposed memoir of her life as a poor, half-Native
American foster child in LA. The New York Times exposed that
Margaret B. Jones was actually Margaret Seltzer, a wealthy white
woman who grew up with her biological family. “I thought it was my
opportunity to put a voice to the people who people don’t listen
to,” she said. Publisher Riverhead pulled all of her books the week
after publication.

In 1970, author Clifford Irving proposed an autobiography of the
reclusive Howard Hughes to McGraw-Hill, saying that he was in
contact with Hughes. Irving proceeded to forge letters and fake
interviews, thinking that Hughes would not speak up. Finally, in
1972, before the book was published, Hughes denounced Irving,
who was found guilty of fraud.

In 1983, the German magazine Stern bought and published a story
on what they claimed were Hitler’s diaries. Not wanting the story to
leak, Stern did not have World War II experts examine the
documents, though theexposed y made it past two historians. The
diaries were as fake shortly after going public and both the
editor who procured them and the forger spent 42 months
in prison.

Prez message from Pg. 2

March Meeting Review–Raffel Speaks
 Despite all the challenges, Raffel looks upon
writing with great affection, punctuated with sarcastic
humor.  “You know, writing is the only socially accept-
able form of schizophrenia.  You are creating and liv-
ing in a more appealing reality than your own.  But
there is nothing better than having visitors to your
world.  By writing you are inviting readers to enter
your world.  Many write for different reasons whether
it is for entertainment, to create a legacy, or to pass
along a message to help others improve their own
lives.  If you produce a book you will have done some-
thing wonderful with your life.”
 Raffel then gestured to the projection of a
snow capped mountain on the screen behind him.
“The saying goes, ‘every person should walk to the top
of Mt. Fuji, but only a fool does it twice.’”
 Next was the question on the rules of writing.
“There are no rules.  You should do what you feel is
correct.  Be careful about ‘dumbing’ down your book.
Generally your leaders are very intelligent so approach
them that way.  Remember with dialogue, people talk
simply.   So keep dialogue natural.”  And when doing
research?  “The key to doing research is that you want
your world to seem true.  You want to find out what
people were saying or doing at the time.  The internet
can be a good starting source but I prefer to look at
pictures and read newspapers.  Get direct information
from that time period.”
  As Mr. Raffel concluded the meeting
he left everyone with this final thought.  “What is the
number one lesson I learned from working in Silicon
Valley?   Nothing in life worth having comes easy.”
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Above:

Angels smolder as they keep watch.

They smolder.

The younger ones

swish swords from scabbards,

anxious for vengeance.

The older ones say nothing but peak their eyebrows

at the impatience

the impertinence of youth;

glare the youngsters back into smolder.

When all is as it should be,

the elders resume their tedious watch.

Below:

We sing our psalms of madness

churn up our planet

slice our neighbors’ throats

while they sleep

butcher their good names

soon as they leave a room

tear and thrust into soft flesh

rip off fingernails

rape

plunder

burn at the stake

This is the price

for the gift of free will:

a chaos that itches and burns

yearns to create

and hungers to destroy

Below:

We rant through our sorry lives

unaware of the choir of angels

that smolder above us.

ANGELS SMOLDER

By Linda Boyden



Next Meeting

Saturday, April 13 at 10:30 a.m.
      All Saints Episcopal Church

        2150 Benton Drive, Redding, CA.
Doors open at 10 a.m.

. Cindy (Martinusen) Coloma and Cathy Elliott will give an overview of the inspirational
market, the opportunities, the boundaries, and reasons to explore this growing and diverse
industry.
     Coloma is a best-selling author and has written 13 novels including Beautiful (2010
Christy Award Finalist for YA and 2011 Revolve YA Tour Book of the Year), and 4
nonfiction books. Her novels have been translated into Afrikaans, Dutch, German and
Norwegian.
     Elliott is the author of two cozy mysteries, including Medals in the Attic, the second book
in the Annie’s Attic Mystery Series. Currently, she is hard at work on a new quilting mystery
for Abingdon Press, to be released in 2014.
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