
WRITERS FORUM

Upcoming Events

 The only reason that  singing in the shower has become a cliche in our modern
vernacular is because when writers or others who appreciate literature try reciting

in the shower, the pages get wet and unreadable.

      The genius members of Writers Forum have come up with a creative way to
combat this seemingly insurmountable obstacle...they got rid of the shower and

invented something called a Read Around.

   The December meeting is one of our semi-annual gatherings where members do
5-minute readings of their work; either past, published or in work, as long as it is

yours, you can read it. Here are some tips.

 It is not a contest to see how much you can read in 5 minutes. Slow down, and
enjoy it. Put some feeling in to it.

 Practice your selected reading. Time yourself. Remember, 5 minutes only,
including introduction or scene-setting. No, “just another few sentences?” allowed.

The keeper of the watch, like Time itself, is relentless and unforgiving.

 The most important aspect of the Read Around is for all the readers to have fun.

 Veterans of the Read Around have learned this little-known secret... A poor
reading can be offset by a wonderful contribution to the Potluck Table!!! Likewise, a

poor contribution to the Potluck (can you say “sugar free”) can be offset by a
wonderful reading. So the whole day is really a “win-win.”

It’s Time for Writers to Read

December 14...
 Writers Forum Read Around and
Potluck. Come and enjoy hearing other
writers share their work and tasting their
offering for the potluck.

December 11...
 Traveling Bohemians Spoken Word
Night   3304B Bechelli Ln., Redding. 7
p.m.
 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, music &
 songwriters welcome

Redding  CA December 2013

“In the middle of difficulty
lies opportunity.”

-Albert Einstein
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he Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates: Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997. Writers Forum’s annual
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10.
Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is
the
15th of the month preceding publication. Please submit copy to the editor; digital copy gets preference. The staff reserves the right to perform minor
copy
editing in the interest of the newsletter’s style and space. Writers Forum Website at www.reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email
digital
to the Webmaster.
Payment is in copies. Mailed submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped envelope cannot be returned.
Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission:
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing. 2.) Essays on subjects of interest to writers. (200 words can be quoted without permission but with
attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise
your classes or private events.
All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor.
How to send:
For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.
For Website, please e-mail to writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

President’s Message

Hey…thanks to all those that
volunteered for the 9th Authors
Fair. Whether in person or spirit,
your assistance contributed greatly
to a well run event. With over 34

authors, plus a few assistants, we took over
Center Court, gaining a few new members in the
process.
Next on tap is one of our twice-a-year reading
opportunities. Yep, the December meeting is
devoted to members (and guests if there is time)
who are allotted five minutes to read from any
published, work-in-progress, or recently thought
of concoctions. The only requirements are you
cannot “get on your soapbox” with spur-of-the-
moment commentary of “stuff” and your time
includes any “scene-setting” or explanations.
Yep, as I like to say, “The clock starts when you
open your mouth.”
This is a Holiday-themed Finger-food Potluck.
Since it is finger food, that means if you plan on
bringing goopy BBQ Ribs, be willing to wipe
everyone’s fingers and shirt fronts. Deviled
Eggs, Lumpia, meat/cheese/veggie platters are a
good choice to counter balance the sweets (hint,
hint, hint).
Our Program Chair, Sharon, has been working
hard on the suggestions that members have given
her for General Meeting topics; ergo, standby for
a kick-ass series of meetings starting the New
Year.



Children's Winner was Fayth McDonald, age 10, of  Anderson  with "The darkness
was spreading farther and farther each second."

Adult winner was Christina Mercer (one of the authors), age 45, of Cameron Park
with "The kiss of the sting sends heat up her arm."

Each receives a $25 gift card from Barnes and Noble

On November 9, Writers Forum, a Shasta County nonprofit organization, presented its Ninth
Northern California Authors Fair at the Mt. Shasta Mall in Redding. The event was sponsored by

the Record Searchlight and funded by a Scripps Howard Foundation Volunteer grant.
Clustered around the Center Court, 34 authors spent the day displaying their wares, interacting

with the public, and signing and selling their books. The Fair has always been popular   with
holiday shoppers seeking gifts for book-loving family members and friends.

Authors came from as far away as Montague to the North, Reno to the East,  and Alameda to the
South. Several authors came with multiple books to their credit, and others were first book newbies. Genres

ranged from thrillers, chillers and mysteries to memoir, travel, self-help/realization and illustrated
children's books. The event showcased both traditionally published and self-published authors.

 Award-winning author Linda Boyden, an author/illustrator of children’s books was on hand
with her newly released project.  Other returning authors included Lois Bauer-Kay, Les Morse,

Sara Wilson, and Terri Lhuiller with Joanne Brady.
The Fair is only one of the events put on by Writers Forum, which is celebrating its thirtieth

year as a vibrant and active advocate of regional writers. Visit them at
http://www.reddingwritersforum.com. The Authors Fair was the last event of the year that the Mall

offers to outside organizations.

Authors Fair Highlights
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while setting up for the

9th Authors Fair
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Next Meeting

Saturday, December 14 at 10:30 a.m.
      All Saints Episcopal Church

        2150 Benton Drive, Redding, CA.
Doors open at 10 a.m.

December Read Aloud and Pot Luck

Come and share your Writing


