
Upcoming Events
November 9...
 Northern California Authors Fair

November 13...
 Traveling Bohemians Spoken Word Night
 3304B Bechelli Ln., Redding. 7 p.m.
 Poetry, short stories & storytelling, music &
 songwriters welcome

December 14...
 Writers Forum Read Around and Potluck
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What the Heck is Bouchercon 2014?
by Laura Hernandez

What the heck is Bouchercon 2014?  It’s a fabulous convention for Mystery writers and readers!  It’s also the
only time for the next few years it’s held in California, or the west at all!

You can attend panels for short instruction and tips on your writing given by professional (PUBLISHED)
authors, there are tables for fans to get autographs from author/presenters, a room of nuthin’ but books to

buy, a banquet (optional) to get dressed up for, and this year’s Master of Ceremonies is Simon Wood (so you
know how excited I am!!)  The convention is Nov. 13-16, 2014 in Long Beach, CA.

This year’s recipient of the Bouchercon Lifetime Achievement Award is Jeffery Deaver.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Jeffery Deaver is the international bestselling author of 29 novels, two collections of short stories, and a non-

fiction law book. His books are sold in 150 countries and translated into 25 languages. He has written a
number of series and standalone novels throughout his career, and is currently alternating between books
featuring special agent Kathryn Dance and quadriplegic detective Lincoln Rhymes. In addition, he was

selected by Ian Fleming Publications to write the James Bond novel Carte Blanche.
Deaver has received awards for Novel of the Year by the International Thriller Writers Association as well as
Steel Dagger and Short Story Dagger awards and the Nero Wolfe Award. Among other honors, he has been
nominated for an Anthony Award, a Gumshoe Award, and six Edgar Awards. He was born in Chicago and
holds degrees from University of Missouri and Fordham University. Before embarking on his successful

career in fiction, he worked as a journalist, folksinger and attorney.
The website begins like this, so click on the link http://bouchercon2014.com/ and think seriously about

coming to this!  Give your writing a kick in the pants!

"I dwell in possibility."

                                           –  Emily Dickinson



I have several things to comment
on this issue.
First is a reminder of our 9th

Annual Authors Fair on
November 9 at the Mt. Shasta
Mall from 10 to 4. We could still

possibly need volunteers by the time this goes
to press, so please check our online volunteer
sheet at http://tinyurl.com/kr9h47g. You are
encouraged to drop by any time during the
event to socialize (and buy books). We have
filled the available tables (we are limited to
what the Mall provides) with authors from near
and far; as far North as Montague, as far East
as Reno, and as far South as Alameda.
Next is NaNoWriMo, an acronym for National
November Writing Month. It is a free annual
novel writing project that brings together
professional and amateur writers from all over
the world. Several Forum members have
challenged each other. Details can be found
their Website at http://nanowrimo.org/ and
once registered, online support is available.
The third announcement is that our dues will
increase from $20 to $25 for new members and
renewals effective January, 2014. This is the
first increase in years and years (I have been a
member for nine years and I heard it had been
that price long before). We had actually
dropped the $15 initiation fee several years
ago, but recent increases in the cost of doing
business (like the yearly insurance we recently
started carrying) have forced our hand.
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Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is
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attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise
your classes or private events.
All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor.
How to send:
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Last is that I had the honor, and pleasure, of representing Writers Forum at the Harris Studios 24-Hour
Scriptwriting Competition the evening after our morning meeting on October 12. It was a blast! From the
dozens of writing samples submitted, five were selected. When the competition started Friday, the writers were
sequestered for the night; our own Jessica Fletcher Wiechman was among those (by Saturday night she
commented that she had been up for 38 hours). Then Saturday morning the teams of three actors and one
director started rehearsing their lines, and that night they performed their fifteen minute skits to a packed house
at Old City Hall Arts Center. The four judges were chosen from the local community, the audience got to pick
their favorite, and at the end plaques were awarded for Audience Fav and Judges’ Critical Acclaim. Jessica’s
play, a spoof of the Mad Hatter Tea Party, was the audience favorite.
See ya at the Fair.

President’s Message Cont’d

Redding Writers Forum Member Wins the 2013
Helen McCloy/MWA Scholarship

New York, NY – May 9, 2013 - Mystery Writers of America announces the recipients of the 2013 Helen
McCloy/MWA Scholarship for Mystery Writing: Laura Hernandez of Redding, CA, and Lee
Summerall of St. Petersburg, FL. Each will use her $500 scholarship award to offset tuition for

advanced classes to further develop her writing skills.

The talent demonstrated by Ms. Hernandez received one of the highest scores from this year’s panel of
judges.  Laura Hernandez worked on a team to defend accused murderers during law school and has

written several stories based on her experiences. In her stories, the people in jail accused of murder are
not always who you would expect them to be. She found the key to their defense, and the real mystery

of each murder trial, was not about who had committed the crime, but why it had been done at all.

The purpose of this annual scholarship competition is to nurture talent in mystery writing. Each
candidate qualifies by submitting a mystery-writing sample in the form of the first three chapters of a

novel or nonfiction, or three short stories or a script. Candidates also provide details about the
educational programs they will attend, 2 letters of recommendation, and an essay explaining their

interest in mystery writing. Applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents. No fee is required;
neither is membership in Mystery Writers of America.

Applicants are judged by a committee of MWA members, each a published author in the field of crime.
This year’s judges are: Julie Hyzy, New York Times bestselling author of 6 White House Chef
Mysteries and 3 Manor House Mysteries, most recently Fonduing Fathers and Grace Among

Thieves; Randy Rawls, author of 8 mysteries in 3 series, with Hot Rocks as his latest from Midnight Ink
featuring South Florida P.I. Beth Bowman; Aileen G. Baron, archaeologist and author of The Gold of
Thrace, an international hunt for antiquities thieves, and The Scorpion’s Bite, 3rd in the Lily Sampson
archaeological mystery series; and editor Chris Roerden, author of the Agatha Award-winning Don’t

Murder Your Mystery and its all-genre edition, Don’t Sabotage Your Submission.



There is no Writers Forum November Meeting

Instead

Writers Forum is proud to present the 9th

Northern California Authors Fair

Saturday, November 9, 2013

10 a.m.—–––––- 4 p.m.

Mt. Shasta Mall in Redding

Everybody who loves to read or write is invited to attend
Questioins??? Call 530-515-4828   Email: writersforumpresident@gmail.com

www.reddingwritersforum.com                                       Like us on Facebook: Redding Writers-forum
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