
Writers Forum members who attended 
the September meeting were in for 
a treat. Webinars (Web Seminar) 

are becoming quite popular; not just for writers 
but for all areas of interest. Really they are Web 
conferencing, referring to a service that allows 
conferencing events to be shared with remote 
locations. For interactive conferences, they 
are called online workshops. They are made 
possible by Internet technologies, particularly 
on fast connections. The service allows real-
time point-to-point communications as well 
as multicast communications from one sender 
to many receivers, meaning voice and video 
chat can be shared simultaneously, across 
geographically dispersed locations.

Usually costing an arm and a leg for Live 
participation, some organizations offer videos 
of popular sessions. Writers Forum negotiated 
with Writer’s Digest (http://www.writersdig
estshop.com) to show one of their videos on 
a one-time basis to an almost packed room, 
agreeing that no fee would be charged for non-
members.

This magazine has many taped and live 
topics ranging from instructional to legalities. 
For this showing, Writers Forum went with 
a basic subject, Legal Issues and Contract 
Basics: All Your Writing Questions Answered, 
as presented by Amy Cook and hosted by Brian 

Klems.
Some of the answers were: Copyright 

Registration is not necessary for protection 
and the © symbol is no longer necessary 
(as of 1989); Invasion of Privacy is a kin of 
Defamation; How to contact Copyright holders 
for permission to use portions of their work; Try 
to get as much of an Advance as you can. These 
and more may soon be on our Site (if we can 
get permissions from the Copyright holders).

It was a successful launch after our summer 
hiatus, tho’ it was fraught with some glitches. 
Like, ya know, we had tested the presentation 
multiple times since we had a laptop, borrowed 
projector, Public Address system, etc, to 
contend with, and when Showtime rolled 
around, it failed. Luckily our Veep, Troy, had 
his laptop handy.
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Yep...it was almost like this when we went live!!! As 
Linda Boyden opined, “To err is human; to really 
screw things up takes a computer.”



On November 9, the Ninth Northern California 
Authors Fair will be held at the Mt. Shasta Mall in 
Redding, California from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Clustered 

around the Center Court, the Fair is only one of the events put 
on by the Writers Forum, a Shasta County organization granted 
not-for-profit status in 1983. The event is sponsored by the 
Record Searchlight and funded by a Scripps Howard Foundation 
Volunteer grant.  

The Fair draws authors (both house and self-published) from 
across Northern California. Genres include Children and Young 
Adult, Mystery and Fiction, History and Memoir, Travel, Crafts, 
Self-Help/Realization and more. 

Local award winning authors in the past have been Linda 
Boyden, an author/illustrator of children’s books; Charlie Price 
who won the esteemed mystery Edgar Award in the Young Adult 
category; Steve Brewer, multi-talented mystery author including 
the highly popular Bubba Mabry series (one of which was made 
into film-noir movie titled Lonely Street).  Other authors have 
included Cathy Elliott and Lois Browning Bauer. 

All authors will meet the public, answer questions and sell 
their wares.  The Fair, which is the last event of the year that 
the Mall offers to outside organizations, has been popular with 
holiday shoppers seeking gifts for book-loving family members 
and friends.  Anyone feeling stirred can also enter a “First 
Sentence” contest to win a prize. Who knows, it may be the first 
sentence of a book that is featured at a future Fair.  

Ok, so this is a little self-promoting. But you get the gist 
of how big a deal it is; for members that aren’t doing their own 
self-promoting, it is a golden opportunity to rub elbows and chat 
informally with published authors.  No better way to rub than 
being a volunteer. Yes, we still have slots to fill. Contact any 
board member for more information.

See ya’ll there.
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The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates. Founded in 1983 
with nonprofi t status since 1997. Writers Forum’s annual membership fee is $20 and student fee 
is $10.

Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of  writing are welcome for consideration.  Letters 
to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of  the month preceding publication. 
Please submit copy to the editor, digital copy gets preference. The staff  reserves the right to perform 
minor copy editing in the interest of  the newsletter’s style and space. Writers Forum web site at www.
reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email digital submissions to the Webmaster.

Payment is in copies. Submissions without an pre-addressed stamped envelope cannot be 
returned.

Type of  Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submissions:
1. Your articles on the art or craft of  writing. 2. Essays on subjects of  interest to writers 

(200 words can be quoted without permission but with attribution). 3. Book or author reviews. 
4. Letters to the Editor. 5. Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6. Photos of  events. 7. 
Advertise your classes or private events. 

All submissions, 75 to 500 words, except materials commissioned by Editor
How to send: 
For Newsletter submissions, please E-mail to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail 

digital media to Editor, c/o P.O. Box 492282, Redding, CA  96049-2282.  For Website, 
please E-mail to reddingwritersforumwebmaster@gmail.com.
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Of Interest

Upcoming Programs & Events

November 9
9th Annual Authors Fair at the Mt. Shasta 
Mall. Note that the fair is our meeting for the 
month, volunteering our services. 
December 14
Biannual “Members Read” program. 
Whether published or not, you have 5 
minutes. It is a fi nger-food potluck too.Send your submissions to:

writersforumeditor@gmail.com
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March is election time. In the next few 
months an election committee will be 
forming, looking for willing candidates. If  you 
are interested in serving, let a Board Offi cer 
know. More information in the upcoming 
months.

Quotes to write by 
“I was working on the proof  of  one of  my 

poems all the morning and took out a comma.  
In the afternoon, I put it back again.”  ~ Oscar 
Wilde

“If  you don’t have the time to read, you don’t 
have the time or the tools to write.”  ~ Stephen 
King

Elections just around the corner

Young Writers Contest Winner:
A Lesson Learned by Nate Santi

One Sunday evening, me and my brother Nick, 
were playing outside in our backyard.  My mom 
and dad were inside cooking dinner and playing 
with my other brother Noah.  I don’t know what 
we were thinking, but we decided to see how 
high we could throw rocks.  It was fun until a 
rock, the size of an orange, came down and hit 
my brother in the head.  Nick was a mess and 
crying loudly.  I was freaking out because blood 
was gushing down his face.  My dad came out to 
help.  We took Nick inside to clean off  the blood.  
We drove to the emergency room as fast as we 
could.  When we got to the hospital, we carried 
Nick inside.  It was busy and we had to wait for 
hours!  When it was Nick’s turn, my mom took 
Noah and I to the car so we could hang out.  It 
took about 20 minutes for Nick to get his head 
super-glued back together. My dad and Nick met 
us at the car.  We went to get burgers and fries 
from In-N-Out Burger.  We went home to eat 
dinner, take showers, and go to bed.   e lesson I 
learned was not to throw rocks because what goes 
up must come down.
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Writers Forum Presents:

The Making of Badges, Bears, and Eagles
 Retired Fish and Game Lieutenant Steven T. Callan will 

present the path he took to writing the book he talked about for 
thirty years. Steve’s presentation will cover the writing process 
from initial editing to being accepted by a publisher, and finally 
the art of self-promoting.

Saturday, October 12, 2013
10:30  to 12:30

Doors open by 10
All Saints’ Episcopal Church

2150 Benton Drive
NW Corner of Benton & Quartz Hill Rd.


