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Becoming A “Real” Boy
by Terry O’ Connell

     I grew up an only child, raised mostly by a single, working mom. I was a quiet, gentle boy who preferred to
read and stay home rather than go out and play with other kids on the streets and in the playgrounds. I didn’t
like sports, wasn’t very coordinated, and I’d much rather avoid a flying ball than try to catch one. I have
horrible memories of musical chairs – the pushing, the aggression, chairs toppling, people falling down. I would
usually just remain standing and be eliminated. I was not a “typical” boy, and I fell far short of the playground
standards of my working-class neighborhood.

     In my fourth grade year, there was a big contest at my school – with prizes! I don’t remember the details, but
somehow I managed to win first place. As the grand winner, I could choose one of two prizes. One was a bright
red Radio Flyer wagon, and the other was a well-made Raggedy Andy rag doll. The wagon was the clear
choice, and I started to imagine having it at home to play with and haul my toys around. Then I looked at the
doll and thought to myself, “Everyone wants the wagon. Nobody is going to choose the doll.” And I started to
picture the doll being ignored and left behind, and something in me shifted.

     When the time came for me to make my selection, I chose the doll.
For the rest of the day, the kids chided me mercilessly. They called me names. They made up little rhymes
about me and my doll. Boys and girls, friends and strangers, it made no difference. I had crossed a line and they
weren’t going to let it go.
     Finally, school let out and I was able to go home and get away from the taunting and disapproval. On the
walk home, I kept replaying the day’s events over and over again, trying to bring the whole thing into focus and
make sense of how I felt and what had happened.

     A block before I reached home, I threw the doll away.

We’d love for you to join Writers Forum and we think you’ll love being a
part of our community of writers. We have writers spanning all genres.
We’re convinced the connections you make at Writers Forum will impact
your life as a writer in powerful ways. Whether you’re a recreational or
professional writer, we say with confidence there’s a place for you in Writers
Forum.
Annual memberships are $25 and annual student memberships are $10.
Annual memberships allow you to attend our monthly meetings featuring a
host of different programs to meet your every writing need. You’ll also
receive our monthly newsletter to keep up to date on Writers Forum
happenings.
Visit our website to get an application or come to our monthly meeting and
join our fun family of writers.
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Contact Info President’s Message

The Writers Forum Newsletter is published for members and associates: Founded in 1983 with nonprofit status since 1997. Writers Forum’s annual
membership fee is $20, and student fee is $10.
Articles for the newsletter on the art and craft of writing are welcome for consideration. Letters to the Editor are welcomed. Deadline for submissions is
the 15th of the month preceding publication. Please submit copy to the editor; digital copy gets preference. The staff reserves the right to perform minor
copy editing in the interest of the newsletter’s style and space. Writers Forum Website at www.reddingwritersforum.com accepts submissions also. Email
digital to the Webmaster.
Payment is in copies. Mailed submissions without a pre-addressed, stamped envelope cannot be returned.
Type of Material and Guidelines for Newsletter and Website Submission:
1.) Your articles on the art or craft of writing. 2.) Essays on subjects of interest to writers. (200 words can be quoted without permission but with
attribution.) 3.) Book or author reviews. 4.) Letters to the Editor. 5.) Information on upcoming events, local or not. 6.) Photos of events. 7.) Advertise
your classes or private events.
All submissions 75 to 500 words except materials commissioned by the Editor.
How to send:
For Newsletter submissions: please e-mail to writersforumeditor@gmail.com or snail mail to Editor, c/o PO Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282.
For Website, please e-mail to writersforumwebmaster@gmail.com

Cont’d on Page 3

“What I did this summer.”
Normally a back-to-school topic,
I enjoyed the comic strip Frazz
during the summer that asked,
“What I WILL DO this summer.”

The students had so many plans; but in
typical Frazz style, some of those plans,
while outwardly noble, were a disguise for
something lesser and sort of self serving.
If I had that question, I would have replied
honestly, “Nothing exciting.”
 But in reality, I had a great summer, coming
up with fodder for meeting openings.

Like these:

· I did a theatrical performance about
puns. It was a play on words.

· A dyslexic man walks into a bra.

· This girl said she recognized me from the
vegetarian club, but I’d never met herbi-
vore.

· What do you call a dinosaur with an ex-
tensive vocabulary? A thesaurus.

· What does a clock do when it’s hungry?
It goes back four seconds.
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· I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I can’t put it down.

· Broken pencils are pointless.

· I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned on me.

So did I do any writing? NOPE. But I kept my mind running at full tilt. Hopefully
your summer was fruitful (not with real fruit, but accomplishments).

Minnesota 2014
by Nancy Byrne

I’ve known since I was young that I love long and hard and deep—it seeps into
my bones and cones and moans and joneses on and on and on. The boys and men
I’ve loved are very few—Tommy, Jim, John Byrne, Steve, John Byrne, Dan, John

Byrne and John Byrne and John Byrne—mainly all my life I’ve loved John
Byrne—through thick and thin, through romp and sin, through marriage and
divorce, and in my dotage still, of course. It doesn’t change the life I have or

want—apart we are and it’s OK—I couldn’t stay—not my way, to live in tight and
coiled dreams.

My life needs to be widened beams of light and reams of open spaces—many
faces; doesn’t change the love that races through my heart and through my veins
for the man of then. Now he’s tied to someone else—just as well—I cannot be
tied. I tried and tried and nearly died—my soul and body freedom breathes, but
love speaks languages of other needs. Of other lives? Of other times and other

trials, fierce denials—many riles and rails, and tales of woe and ‘go, go, go’ my
soul would cry. My heart would sigh ‘I will die if I stay or if I go’ until the

strength in me came slowly to the fro— and the voice said ‘when you know, you
will go’…

Nineteen years it’s been since I left here, Apple Valley, Edgewood Lane—to stay
sane, to stay alive, to even thrive—driving to and fro across the west, looking for

the blessed best.



The Missouri Review is now accepting
submissions for the 24th Annual Jeffrey E.
Smith Editors’ Prize competition.
In addition to the $15,000 awarded to the first
place winners, three finalists in each category
receive cash awards and are considered for
publication. Past winners have been reprinted
in the Best American series.
Page Restrictions
Fiction and nonfiction entries should not exceed
25 typed, double-spaced pages. Poetry entries
can include any number of poems up to 10
pages in total. Each story, essay, or group of
poems constitutes one entry.
Entry Fee
$20 for each entry (checks made payable to The
Missouri Review). Each fee includes a one-year
subscription (digital or print!) to The Missouri
Review. Please enclose a complete e-mail and
mailing address.
Entry Instructions
Include the printable contest entry form
(available online). On the first page of each
submission, include author’s name, address,
e-mail and telephone number. Entries must be
previously unpublished and will not be
returned. Mark the outside of the envelope
“Fiction,” “Essay,” or “Poetry.” Each entry in a
separate category must be mailed in a separate
envelope. Enclose a #10 SASE or e-mail address
for an announcement of winners.

Go Green: Enter Online!

We are also accepting electronic submissions.
For details, go to
http://www.missourireview.com/tmrsubmissions
/editors-prize-contest/

Mailing Address
Missouri Review Editors’ Prize
357 McReynolds Hall
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211
 
DEADLINE: October 1st T O R S

Writing
Competition



Writers Forum is proud to present the 10th

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AUTHORS FAIR
Published authors in Northern California are invited to this event at the

Mt. Shasta Mall in Redding. The public is welcome.

Saturday, November 8, 2014
10 a.m. — 4 p.m.

Meet authors. Talk about writing.
Books will be available for sale and author signings.

Questions ??  Call 530-515-4828 (VM only)
Email: writersforumauthorsfair@gmail.com
Or online at: www.reddingwritersforum.com

We’re on FaceBook as Redding Writers-forum

---------------------------------------------------------------
Participating Author Application - Mail application and check to:

Authors Fair, Box 492282, Redding, CA 96049-2282   Deadline Oct. 15, 2014
Please circle one: Members:  ½ table $10     OR     Full table $20

Non-members:  ½ table $20   OR   Full table $40
Author's Name:

Address: ___________________________________________

City/Zip: ___________________________________________

Email / Phone:

Book title(s):

Please rank (1 to 3) your preferred shift:    ____All Day   ___10 am- 1 pm ___1 pm- 4 pm



Next Meeting

Saturday, September 13 at 10:30 a.m.
      All Saints Episcopal Church

        2150 Benton Drive, Redding, CA.
Doors open at 10 a.m.
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P.O. Box 492282
Redding, CA 96049-2282
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We look forward to seeing you at our September 13th meeting. Poet,
storyteller, author Linda Boyden will be speaking on the

importance of diversity in children's literature.


